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Delegate information pack 
Mass Passenger Surface Transport Security Conference
10-11 April 2008
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1. Conference Overview

The Department of Transportation and Communications (DOTC) of the Republic of the Philippines and the Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Local Government of Australia, welcome all participants to the Mass Passenger Surface Transport Security Conference, which will be held at the Dusit Thani Manila, Makati City, from 10 to 11 April 2008. The meeting will precede the 30th Transportation Working Group (TPT-WG30) meeting. 

This Information Pack provides an overview of the administrative arrangements for the conference, which we hope will facilitate your participation in this event.

Delegates are invited to begin preparations to attend the conference as soon as possible and to begin visa application processes, if necessary.

2. Contact Information


Conference Secretariat

Mr Adrian Kohlhagen


Adrian.kohlhagen@infrastructure.gov.au

Fax: 61 2 6274 7711


Alternate:


Mr Alan Gascoyne


Alan.gascoyne@infrastructure.gov.au

Fax: 61 2 6274 7711

3. Conference Venue
The conference will be held at the Dusit Thani Manila. The Hotel is a 30-minute drive from the Ninoy Aquino International Airport (NAIA) and is located in Makati City, the business and financial capital of the Philippines. It stands along Epifanio delos Santos Avenue (EDSA), the major transportation route of Metropolitan Manila. 
Dusit Thani Manila has 548 well-appointed guest rooms that are designed to offer ultimate guest comfort and satisfaction. All guest rooms are equipped with the latest technology which includes Internet access and LCD flat screen television.

The Hotel boasts a Grand Ballroom that can accommodate from 800 to 1,000 guests and 9 boardrooms with complete banqueting facilities and amenities. A Prayer Room is located at the ground level near Ballroom A.
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The Venue:

Dusit Thani Manila

EDSA corner Arnaiz Avenue

Ayala Center, Makati City 1223

Metro Manila, Philippines

Telephone: (63 2) 867-3333

Fax: (63 2) 867-3888

Email: dusitmnl@dusit.com
Website: www.dusit.com
The hotel offers special APEC rates for delegates: 

Deluxe Room 


Single/Twin Occupancy

USD 125.00
Club Room


Single/Twin Occupancy

USD 165.00
Grand Room


Single/Twin Occupancy

USD 227.27



4. Conference Registration

Email: Adrian.kohlhagen@infrastructure.gov.au  Fax: +61 2 6274 7711
Kassandra.peacock@infrastructure.gov.au 

Registration Forms should be received by the Secretariat not later than 21 March 2008. 

If you require additional registration forms, please email the above contacts. 

5. Hotel Accommodation and Reservations

As most hotels in the Makati City area may be fully booked during the summer season, the Dusit Thani Manila requires all reservations to be made as early as possible. 

Other hotels are listed below:
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Makati Shangri-La Hotel

Ayala cor. Makati Avenues

Makati City

Telephone: (63 2) 813-8888

Fax: (63 2) 813-5499

Email: slm@shangri-la.com
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Ascot Residence (formerly Oakwood Premier)
6th Floor, Glorietta 4, Ayala Center

Makati City

Telephone: (63 2) 729-8888
Fax: (63 2) 728-0000
Email: enquiry.makati@the-ascot.com
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Renaissance Makati City Hotel
Esperanza Street cor. Makati Avenue

Makati City

Telephone: (63 2) 811-6888

Fax: (63 2) 811-6777

Email: RMCH@renaissancehotels.com
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Intercontinental Hotel
1 Ayala Avenue

Makati City

Telephone: (63 2) 793-7000
Fax: (63 2) 752-7777
Email: manila@interconti.com
Mandarin Oriental Manila
Makati Avenue cor. Paseo de Roxas
Makati City

Telephone: (63 2) 750-8888; (63 2) 819-9683
Fax: (63 2) 817-2472; (63 2) 819-9689
Email: momnl-reservations@mohg.com
6. Social Program

Dinner.  The Conference Dinner will be held at the Dusit Thani Manila on 10 April 2008 at 1900H.  Dress will be smart casual.  Includes cultural presentation from the ‘Bayanihan national dance company’.
7. Documentation Distribution

Conference documents will be available at the Manila conference at registration on 10 April 2008. 
After the Manila meeting, a summary paper will be presented to the TPT-WG30. 
8. Visa Arrangements and Entry Formalities
All participants should be in possession of a valid passport (expiry no less than 6 months after the date of travel) or applicable travel documents with visas or entry permits to enter into the Philippines.  Participants are responsible for obtaining their own visa, if required, and should contact the nearest Philippine diplomatic or consular office for further information.  

Nationals from the following APEC member-economies are allowed to enter the Philippines without a visa for a period of stay of 21 days or less:
Australia


New Zealand

Brunei Darussalam

Papua New Guinea

Canada


Peru

Chile



Singapore

Indonesia


Thailand

Japan



United States

Malaysia


Vietnam

Mexico

Holders of Hong Kong Special Administrative (SAR) passports are allowed to enter the Philippines without a visa for a stay not exceeding 7 days. Nationals from China, Korea, Russia and Chinese Taipei are required to secure visa prior to entry to the Philippines. For other information regarding entry formalities and requirements, please visit http://www.dfa.gov.ph.

9. Transportation

Air Travel
The Ninoy Aquino International Airport (NAIA, formerly known as the Manila International Airport) accommodates 30 airlines flying from Manila to 42 major cities around the world. All international airlines are served by Terminal 1, while the Philippine Airlines uses Terminal 2. 
Delegates have a number of transportation options from NAIA to the Dusit Thani Manila by taking any of the following:

A. Public Utility Buses

Airconditioned buses are also available from the airport to Makati City. Adult single fares from the airport to the hotel vary from PhP30.00 to PhP40.00. For security and convenience, however, the Conference Secretariat does not recommend this option.

B. Airport Taxi

Airport taxi waiting areas are outside the arrival halls of both terminals. To ensure the safety of delegates, only the taxis accredited by the airport are allowed to operate. These are available 24 hours a day. Airport taxi fares to Makati City, as prescribed by the Land Transportation Franchising Board (LTFRB), range from PhP330.00 to PhP440.00 depending on the clustering of districts in the city. Please see the list of taxi services below:
	TAXI SERVICE

	Best Transport

	MIATSC Transport (Terminal 1 only)

	New Horizon Transport

	NISSAN Rent-A-Car

	Nissan Corporation 

	Sunshine Transport


C. 
APEC TPT-WG 30 DELEGATES 


Arrival and Transport arrangements

Arrangements for delegates who are staying after this conference 



for the APEC TPT-WG30 are as per bulletin one.  Please refer to 
Bulletin one for full arrival and transport arrangements.  Contact 
details:


Ms Aldy LAPASARAN


Telefax     63 2 7239402


Mobile      63 918 642 0545


Email:  dotc_hrddivision@yahoo.com

10.
Delegate Information

All delegates will be provided with necessary information, together with their identification badges, and conference kits upon registration at the Dusit Thani Manila on day one of the conference - 10 April. 
11.
General information about the Philippines and Makati City
The Philippines is an archipelago composed of 7,107 islands. It is rich in natural resources, world-famous beaches, and tropical rainforests. It has a total land area of about 300,000 square kilometers (116,000 square miles). It is divided into 3 island groups: Luzon, Visayas, and Mindanao. The population is concentrated in Metro Manila (to which Makati City belongs) in the Luzon island.
Climate

The climate is hot, humid, and tropical. Average temperature is 26.5oC (79.7oF). There are 3 recognized seasons: Hot Season or Summer (March to May); Rainy Season (June to November); and Cold Season (December to February).

Phone Services and Internet Accessibility

Makati City generally has modern communications facilities. Each hotel room has a telephone for domestic and international calls. Internet connectivity with wireless fidelity and broadband access is also available in each room for a fee.

Time Zone

There is only one time zone for the entire country, which is 120 degrees East Meridian Time and eight hours in advance of the Greenwich Mean Time (GMT +0800H).
Electricity and Water

Makati City uses 220V electric power. Tap water is drinkable; however, it is not recommended for travelers. Most hotels provide bottled water.

Currency and Credit Cards

The country’s unit of currency is the Philippine Peso (PhP). The exchange rate as of 14 February 2008 is approximately US$ 40.95. For other currencies, please visit the Currency Converter at http://www.xe.net/ucc to check your currency vs. PhP. Foreign currencies can be exchanged at the airport, designated banks, malls, and hotels. Major credit cards are accepted throughout the Philippines. Traveler’s cheques may be cashed at foreign-exchange banks, some tourist-oriented business establishments, and international hotels.
Banking Hours

Most banks are open from Monday to Friday from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm. 
Some branches of Banco de Oro, a major local bank, are open until 7:00 pm when they are located inside shopping malls. Otherwise, the rest of the branches are open until 6:00 pm.
Automated Teller Machines (ATMs) are available 24 hours.
Traveling Tips
Dress for the weather – hot! Light clothing is ideal year-round and absolutely during the hot and dry months from March to May.

When shopping on a public market, it is perfectly acceptable to haggle for the cheapest price.

Prepare to hop in a jeepney, tricycle or pedicab – exotic modes of land transport – that are the most commonly available for going around. Always bring loose change when taking public transport.
Air-conditioned taxis should cost PhP25.00 on the meter. An extra PhP2.00 will be added for every 500 meters.

Casual clothing is acceptable inside churches and business offices. Dining establishments and hotels impose no dress code but shorts and slippers are deemed improper.

For formal occasions, the traditional Barong Tagalog, the Philippine national costume for men, is just as suitable as the suit-and-tie.

When traveling by car, be mindful of the number ordinance of vehicles that is being implemented strictly in selected cities.

Do not miss visiting the Philippines during summer, when there is a concentration of major festivals, celebrations and events.

Adapt to local customs; accept local differences. The Filipinos are divided into regions, each with its own distinct traits and traditions.

The Philippine Peso is generally preferred for financial transactions. Money changing shops are available in key cities and towns.

Tipping is expected for many services. The standard amount is 10% of the total bill. Tipping is optional on bills that include a service charge, which is often 10% as well of the total bill.

Be sure to sample the endless variety of native delicacies and local cuisine, which differ in every region. The Philippines is made up of 7,107 different flavors that you will want to take home with you.

For more information about the Philippines, you may log on to www.gov.ph or www.tourism.gov.ph.

Makati City Emergency Numbers
All delegates are assured of their safety and convenience for the duration of the conference. In cases of emergency or when the Local Secretariat is not available, however, delegates may contact the following numbers:
Makati Command Center
-
Dial 168 (for PLDT phones) or (63 2) 870-1920 or (63 2) 870-1923

Makati Fire Station
-
(63 2) 818-5150

Makati Police Station
-
(63 2) 887-6642

Makati Public Safety Assistance
-
(63 2) 819-3270/71
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