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1. Introduction

Dr. Masahiko FURUICHI presented a report on behalf of the Maritime Experts Group (MEG). 38 delegates attended the meeting on 14-16 April 2008, representing 14economies: Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Canada; China; Hong Kong, China; Indonesia; Japan; Korea; Philippines; Russian Federation; Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; and Viet Nam. An observer from the International Association of Maritime Universities (IAMU) was also present.

2.  Joint-Meeting of the MEG and the Maritime Security Sub-Group (MEG-SEC)
2.1 Presentation by APEC Energy Working Group
The MEG and the MEG-SEC agreed to hold a joint- meeting where a presentation was given by the APEC Energy Working Group (EWG). The EWG informed member economies of the current situation of maritime security and LNG trade.
2.2 The development of voluntary/non-binding standard LNG Officer Quality Control System
The MEG and the MEG-SEC reviewed the proposal submitted by Philippines. Philippines presented updated information on circumstances surrounding LNG trade. There was a suggestion that Philippines should make clear of relationship between the project and the IMO and avoid duplication. The MEG and the MEG-SEC encouraged Philippines, sponsor of the project, to revise the proposal based on the suggestion and find co-sponsors and resubmit the proposal to the MEG and MEG-SEC for further consideration at TPT-WG 31. 

3. Ongoing Projects and Issues 

3.1. Realizing the Bogor Goals in the Maritime Transport Sector

The MEG reviewed the final report prepared by the Secretariat on Bogor Goals in the Maritime Transport Sector based on responses to the questionnaire on “The Status of Implementing APEC Common Principles to Shipping Policy” received from 19 of 21 member economies. The Secretariat proposed to prepare the “Next Step Progress Plan” based on the analysis on the final report setting out priorities on each policy item. Member economies will discuss the plan at TPT-WG 31 with the view of designating champions for the priority items. Korea agreed to take on the role of champion for policy item 5, “Restrictions Applying to specific trade”.
3.2 Facilitation of International Shipping Project – Competition Policy Related to Liner Shipping

The MEG reviewed the progress report submitted by the consultant, and introduced by Canada, on Stage 1 of the Facilitation of International Shipping project. The various observations and comments made by some economies were transmitted to the consultant in the course of this meeting and the consultant agreed to incorporate them in the final report on the Stage 1. On that basis, the MEG approved the report and the payment of the 2nd installment to the consultant. 
As regards Stage 2 and 3 of this project, the consultant confirmed that they would be able to complete the work and submit the draft final report one (1) month in advance of TPT-WG 31, i.e. by July 25, 2008. This will enable the MEG members to review the draft final report and submit any comments or concerns to Canada, as the project overseer. Canada will circulate them to all MEG members and the consultant. 

For the purposes of any detailed discussion of the draft final report at TPT-WG 31, Canada agreed to inquire with the APEC Secretariat the possibility of making an amendment to the contract to request the consultant to present the draft final report at TPT-WG 31.
3.3 APEC Port Services Network

The MEG continued to consider at this session the APEC Port Services Network (APSN) as proposed by China (project overseer) and Australia; Canada; Hong Kong, China (co-sponsors). It was noted that the APSN Office was officially opened on January 28th, 2008 in Beijing. On that occasion, several economies prepared a draft constitution to provide a framework of governance for the APSN operations. The draft constitution was presented by China at this meeting for consideration and, following a detailed review, the MEG finalized the draft constitution and recommends it to the plenary for approval. The constitution comes into force on the date of approval by the plenary. The APSN constitution is contained in document titled “Constitution of the APEC Port Services Network”.
The MEG wishes to draw the attention of the plenary to the Annex of that document, which sets out the operational arrangements and procedures of the APSN, in particular the generous offer of the People’s Republic of China to provide the initial funding of the APSN Office for a period of two (2) years.
Also, the MEG requests the plenary to strongly encourage each economy to nominate by July 1, 2008, a competent authority to serve as a member of the APSN Council. In that light, the MEG requests the plenary to invite member economies to consider such nominations as a matter of priority in the hope that the threshold required for the convening of the first Council meeting (two-thirds of APEC economies, i.e. 14 economies) can be reached at the earliest possible date. The MEG Chair will provide a status report on this matter at the opening plenary at TPT-WG 31. 

The MEG also noted envisaged work to be carried out during the interim period by the APSN office as contained in document TPT-WG MEG/01 in particular “the 2007 Report on the Asia-Pacific Port Development”, “the Establishment of the APEC port database” and “the Training program for capacity building”, and invited member economies to assist the APSN office in their work on these projects.
3.4 The implementation of Marine Casualty Investigation Systems

At the TPT-WG 29th meeting in Taipei, it was agreed that work be undertaken to determine the capacity of member economies to meet the requirements of the proposed IMO mandatory regime for marine casualty investigations through the distribution of a questionnaire.  Intersessionally it was agreed that Australia would lead this project.

The MEG considered a draft questionnaire proposed by Australia.  The MEG noted that the questionnaire was designed to elicit comprehensive data on the capacity and capability of individual member economies to meet the proposed mandatory marine casualty investigation regime but would not be an onerous task to complete.  The questionnaire was also to be used to identify the capacity, capability and ability of economies which could assist with capacity building in bridging any gaps in regional compliance.

The MEG endorsed a final questionnaire which will be distributed to member economies in the near future and encouraged delegates to ensure prompt responses to facilitate the collation and evaluation of the data.  Australia was invited to provide a progress report at the next meeting of MEG, including identification of capacity and capability gaps and potential capacity building assistance to bridge them.
4. New Project Proposals and Issues:

4.1 Study on Seaborne Trade Database

The MEG reviewed the revised proposal submitted by Japan on the basis of the MEG’s suggestions at TPT-WG 29. The MEG agreed, in principle, with the project proposal on “Study on Seaborne Trade Database” for which Japan will act as the project overseer, together with China and Philippines as co-sponsors. Japan will complete the Terms of Reference and will seek one more co-sponsor at TPT-WG 31. Once the database is completed, Japan also committed to provide it to the APSN as well as APEC member economies and keep the database up to date.
4.2 Impacts of Transport Policy on International Cargo Shipping and Economic Activities
The MEG reviewed a revised proposal submitted by Japan on “Impacts of Transport Policy on International Cargo Shipping and Economic Activities”. The MEG endorsed this self-funded project and requested Japan to make a progress report at TPT-WG 31.
4.3 Sharing best-practice in reducing greenhouse gas emissions at ports

The MEG reviewed a new proposal submitted by Japan on “Sharing best practice in reducing greenhouse gas emissions at ports” and approved this self-funded project. Japan will prepare the questionnaire and circulate it with several examples of such practices by TPT-WG 31.
4.4 Controlling CO2 emissions from international shipping

The MEG reviewed a new proposal submitted by Japan on “Controlling CO2 emissions from international shipping”.  While the importance of this issue was recognized, it was also stressed and noted that this project should be dealt with by carefully considering its sensitivity and the risk of duplication with IMO’s ongoing efforts in the same area. The MEG requested Japan to modify the proposal indicating the reasons for further consideration of this issue at TPT-WG 31.

5. Projects Completed and Results Achieved:
5.1 Cutting Cost and Time on Maritime Container Transport 

The MEG finalized the project proposed by Japan entitled “Cutting Cost and Time on Maritime Container Transport”. The MEG expressed its gratitude to Japan and suggested that the final report be posted on the TPT-WG website so that all APEC members can share it.
5.2 Nurturing an Integrated Logistics and Transportation System for APEC Economies

The MEG finalized the project proposed by Korea entitled “Nurturing an Integrated Logistics and Transportation System for APEC Economies”. The MEG expressed its appreciation to Korea and suggested that the final report be posted on the TPT-WG website so that all APEC members can share it.
6. Economy Reports:

6.1 Presentation by the Host Economy, Philippines
Philippines made the presentation on “the Latest Maritime Policy Issuances”, “An Overview: The Philippines Ports Authority”, and “Global Shortage of Seafarers”. The MEG appreciated very useful information contained in these presentations and noted the intention of Philippines to submit a paper on “Global Shortage of Seafarers” at TPT-WG 31.
7. Future Work Program:

MEG approved several projects for further action towards the Bogor Goals.
8. Required Amendments to Operational Plan:

The projects listed above under Ongoing Issues and Projects, New Issues and Project Proposals, and Future Work, will require inclusion in the Operational Plan as set out in ANNEX.
9: Recommendations for HOD Meetings: 
a) to invite TPT-WG to approve the draft constitution of the APSN as set out in the document of “Constitution of the APEC Port Services Network”. The constitution will come into force on the date of approval by the plenary,
b) to request TPT-WG to strongly encourage each economy to nominate by July 1, 2008, a competent authority to serve as a member of the APSN Council,

c) to note MEG’s ongoing work on the implementation of marine casualty investigation systems,

d) to note MEG’s new work on the environmental activities including reduction of greenhouse gas emissions.
e) to endorse the group’s Operational Plan.
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