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31th APEC TPT-WG Aviation Safety Experts Subgroup (AEG-SAF):  Final Report
Agenda Item

1. Welcome and Introductions

The Chair, the United States, and the Deputy Chair, China, opened the meeting and welcomed participants to the Aviation Safety Experts Subgroup meeting.  Participants introduced themselves.  The following economies participated:  China, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, New Zealand, Peru, Philippines, Chinese Taipei, Thailand, and the United States.  The Director of the ICAO Lima Office participated as an observer.
2. Review, Modify, and Adopt Agenda
The agenda was reviewed and modified to add the following two items;  1) Update on activities in the ICAO Lima Regional Area, and,  2) to review and update the Table of Progress Against TMM5 Directives (2008/TPTWG31/Opening Plen/004:Agenda Item 5). 

3. Review of AEG-SAF 30 Final Report  
The AEG-SAF 30 report was provided for participants to review as it contained items for consideration for future work.  Participants were given several minutes to review the final report.
4. AEG-SAF Work Plan Action Items Review and Information Sharing
4.1  New Technologies Workshop II 

4.1.1.Discuss details of the New Technologies Workshop II
The United States reviewed the details of the proposed workshop and announced that USTDA will fund the activity.  (See handout:  2008/TPTWG31/AEG/AEG-SAF:  Agenda Item 4.1.1).  Invitations will be sent out in late September, after USTDA has hired a contractor to handle the logistics.  In discussion, the United States clarified that we are not seeking presentations from APEC economies for the workshop but that the purpose is to deliver a very specific product to assist economies with drafting proper language to implement operational approvals of new technologies in their countries.  US noted that the target audience will be policy experts from the Civil Aviation Authorities (CAA) whose responsibilities are to write and approve operations of new technologies.  It is recommend that economies send a total of 3-4 experts – one each coming from the CAA’s air traffic, flight standards, airports, and legal departments.  Thailand asked which PBN navigation specifications will be discussed, and the United States noted that this is yet to be determined.  As of July 2008, ICAO, APAC Regional Working Group on PBN has developed a regional plan for PBN implementation in the region specifying preferred navigation specifications. Suggestions are welcome from all economies.  The United States and Thailand will work together to avoid duplication of materials presented at this workshop with other materials that have recently been presented at other ICAO and in bilateral PBN training efforts.  
4.1.2. Presentation:  CAAC’s Progress on PBN 

China delivered a presentation on the status of its PBN implementation.  (See handout:  2008/TPTWG31/AEG/AEG-SAF:  Agenda Item 4 1.2).  
4.2.  SMS Information Sharing
Peru delivered a presentation on Data Exchange Ramp Safety inspections in Peru.  (See handout:  2008/TPTWG31/AEG/AEG-SAF:  Agenda Item 4 2).  Peru was asked for a copy of its ramp inspection check list to put on the APEC website for information sharing, and as a means to compare it with China’s check-list provided in July 2007.  Peru clarified that their inspections are for foreign carriers operating in Peru, and that the checklists are in English, but the instruction manuals are in Spanish.  ICAO Lima noted that the next ramp inspection training in the ICAO Lima geographic area is in October.  ICAO Lima regional project members are participating in the ramp inspection project noted in Peru’s presentation.  Korea noted that ramp inspection info from Peru is very important to enhance safety.  
Korea asked about the possibility of constructing an APEC ramp inspection data base by ICAO for sharing of ramp inspection data.  The Chair reminded the meeting that she delivered a presentation on the FAA IASDEX ramp data sharing program at the April TPTWG AEG-SAF meeting, which is posted on the APEC TPTWG website. The IASDEX was started several years ago because ICAO had already determined that it was not in their purview to create such a database. The Chair again noted that the United States has IASDEX agreements with the APEC economies of Australia and Canada, and the drafting of agreements is in progress between the United States and the APEC economies of China, Korea and Japan.  The United States would welcome the participation of all economies in the IASDEX program.

It was agreed that an item on sharing of ramp inspection information should be an item proposed for the next Ministerial statement.  It was also agreed for 2009, that all economies should work toward joining the IASDEX program of the United States.  The United States was asked to lead the effort and explore the possibilities of having an intersessional meeting before the next TPTWG, which is scheduled for July 2009.

4.3.  ICAO update of ICAO Doc 8335.

Chair provided an update on the DOC 8335 revision.  There will be another planning meeting in Montreal in September, and hopefully the document will be completed in the  very near future this November.  One goal of this revision is to produce a standard template for air carrier operations specifications.  The hope is that all economies will adopt this standard operations specifications template, and that a harmonized approach to issuance of operations specifications will lead to a reduction in the amount of pages and paragraphs of operations specifications that need to be issued to foreign air operators.  Outcome is to facilitate foreign carrier operations in all economies.

4.4  ICAO Language Proficiency  Implementation plans – Information Sharing

4.4.1.  Chinese Taipei.  Chinese Taipei gave a presentation on the status of its English language implementation efforts.  (See handout:  2008/TPTWG31/AEG/AEG-SAF:  Agenda Item 4 4.1).

4.4.2. Korean provided a paper and spoke to its efforts to implement English requirements in Korea.  (See handout:  2008/TPTWG31/AEG/AEG-SAF:  Agenda Item 4 4.2).Korea offers English language proficiency training for which other economies may enroll. Philippines asked for the specific information on this, as well as contact information. Korea was asked to provide the information during the week following this meeting so it can be added to the training register.

4.5 Aviation Training Register 
The United States reviewed the submissions from each economy to date.  (See handout:  2008/TPTWG31/AEG/AEG-SAF:  Agenda Item 4 5).  AEG-SAF chair noted that our tasking was to list training provided specifically by APEC CAA’s such that economies can learn from each other through these opportunities.  The meeting noted that we are still in need of submission from the following economies:  Brunei Darussalam, Canada, Chile, Mexico, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Russia, Singapore, and Vietnam.   A new deadline of December 1, 2008, was set for submission to the registry.  If economies do not have training to list, they are asked to inform the AEG-SAF Chair by the deadline.  Economies not submitting information by December 1 will be assumed not to have entries to the registry, and it will be so noted.  The registry will be posted to the APEC website by mid-December.

It was also noted that the ICAO website contains a training registry for each economy that might include both CAA training and industry training.  The quality of the training is not confirmed but provided for information only.  The website will be added to the APEC aviation training registry.  The website is:  http://www.icao.int/td/.  

4.6.  ICAO Lima presentation on activities in its geographic region.

The Director of the ICAO Lima office shared information on ICAO regional project RLA/99/001, which is an on-going project to address safety oversight in the region.  A regional organization, SRVSOP, has been formed to provide harmonized regulations for the area, technical assistance to its members.  The SRVSOP is composed of the economies of:  Costa Rica, Honduras, El Salvador, Guatemala, Belize, Nicaragua, Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Bolivia, Equador, Peru, Paraguay, Uruguay, Venezula, Cuba, and Panama, with observers;  Spain, Airbus, and, Embraer,  The SRVSOP is comprised of a Board of Directors, which meets twice a year, and has technical committees for the areas of operations, personnel licensing, airworthiness and medical.  The SRVSOP is nearing completion of all parts of the harmonized Latin American Regulations (LARS).  Training is also provided.  Upcoming training includes a seminar of the accident and incident reporting system known as ECCAIRS, to be held in Bogota 17-21 November 2008, and a dangerous good seminar to be held in Peru.  Information can be obtained from the website at:  www.lima.icao.int.
Regional Aviation Safety Group was formed this year after the workshop on the safety roadmap of the industry in Bogota.  This group will begin activities in November 2008 in its first meeting that will be held in Costa Rica, and is working on the GASP and the implementation of the Global Aviation Road Map. 
4.7.  Update of TMM5 Document

The matrix was updated with AEG-SAF activities to date and reviewed by participants.  The matrix will be further updated with activities from all TPTWG groups and subgroups.
5. New Issues / Looking toward 6th Transportation Ministerial Meeting
5.1. Proposal:  APEC Just Culture Seminar 

A presentation for a new APEC funded project was presented by Mr. Ernesto López, the Director General of Civil Aeronautics, Peru.  The proposal requests approximately US$90,000 to prepare and deliver a seminar following the TPTWG32 meeting in July 2009 in Singapore.  (See handout:  2008/TPTWG31/AEG/AEG-SAF:  Agenda Item 5.1).
Peru reviewed the project summary and stated that the purpose of the seminar would be to help economies to have a cultural change prior to implementing SMS.  It was explained that this proposal was different from previous proposals in that the revised proposal does not propose the development of an accident and incident data base as there are ongoing efforts in this area, such as the widespread use for the ECCAIRS program.

There was a lengthy discussion including the differences between confidential reporting, which is a condition of most accident and incident reporting systems, and open disclosure of potential safety risks that are envisioned in the implementation of SMS.  The efforts underway in many economies and ICAO were also discussed.  It was agreed that Peru should survey the APEC economies as to their 1) efforts or programs for accident and incident reporting already existing, 2) current efforts toward SMS implementation, and 3) impediments in reporting accident and incident information.  Peru took the action to draft a survey by September 5 and distribute it to APEC economies for completion and return by October 15, 2008.  Peru will then incorporate the results into a revised proposal which it will submit directly to the APEC secretariat for consideration.
5.2.  6th Transportation Ministerial Statement Suggestions  
It was noted that two drafting meetings are expected to draft the TMM6 Joint Ministerial Statement.  They are expected to be held in Boracay, Philippines in December 15 -17, 2008, and February 2009 in China, to be confirmed.  The TMM6 is expected to be held in Cebu, Philippines in April 2009.  It was noted that changes could be expected to be made to any items that we submit for the TMM6 statement.  The following five items were discussed for submission.
1. ICAO USOAP Audits – Reviewing the outcomes of several recent USOAP audits of APEC economies and draft goals toward reducing the weaknesses found among several economies.

2. Airports – Improving Airport Safety:  Urge economies to focus on areas impacting runway safety and reducing runway incursions including:

a. Improved airport lighting and marking

b. Improving runway safety areas to meet standards

c. Consideration of installing engineered material arresting systems (EMAS) to safely stop overrunning aircraft

d. Improved driver training for those with access to the movement area
3. Environment / Aviation Emissions.  Urge economies to implement new technologies such as PBN and ADS-B which are aimed to result in more efficient flight and thus reduce aviation emissions and promote fuel economy.

4. Promote the sharing of safety data, including ramp inspection data.

5. Implement ICAO initiatives such as English lang. proficiency and SMS.

6.  Draft Final Report
The report was reviewed by participants and accepted.
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Aviation Safety Sub-Group (AEG-SAF)

WORK PLAN

Attachment A

	Ministerial Directive/Roadmap
	Activity
	Time
frame
	Benefits
	Beneficiaries
	Lead/Status

	Adapt to new and better ways of operating, including the use of new technologies.

Ministerial Directive 53; Roadmap 3
	The SAF will pursue a second New Technologies Workshop (NTW II) to discuss best practices of implementing Performance Based Navigation within the APEC region in a manner that compliments ongoing ICAO efforts. This would include:

RNAV/RNP; Precision landing/all weather operations (CAT II/ III) and UAVs (UAV is information only as it is low priority)
	2008
	Equip Economies Civil Aviation Authorities (CAAs) with the capability to safely implement operational approvals for new technologies in order to address safety and capacity issues.
	APEC Economies, in particular those participating in the GIT effort; aviation industries; and the APEC traveling public.
	United States

The United States announced that USTDA will fund the activity, and Thailand confirmed that they will host the workshop with AEROTHAI.  The dates will be Dec. 2-4, 2008, in Bangkok.  Formal invitations will go out to CAA Director Generals in late September.  This activity will be closed out after the workshop completion in December.

	Share information on Safety Management System Implementation (SMS).

Ministerial Directive 54; Roadmap 3.
	The SAF will pursue a workshop on SMS, and implementation according to ICAO Standards and Recommended Practices (SARPs). ICAO implementation date is January 1, 2009.
	2008
	Equip Economies and industry with the capability to safety implement SMS.
	APEC Economies, Civil Aviation Authorities, industries; and the APEC traveling public.
	China/United States

The AEG-SAF noted that ICAO held several training seminars with respect to SMS training over the past two years, and encouraged relavant economies to attend ICAO training so that the APEC fora does not duplicate efforts in this area.  Meanwhile, during each 5th Ministerial TPT-WG meeting, several economies shared information with respect to individual efforts to implement SMS.  At the 31st TPT-WG meeting, Peru submitted a proposal for an  SMS just culture seminar, which will seek further input from APEC economies through October 15, 2008.  The AEG-SAF agreed that this issue be carried over into the 6th Ministerial round for further action.

 

	Share information and implement initiatives of ICAO.

Ministerial Directive 55; Roadmap 1 and 4
	The SAF will pursue a workshop on licensing/validation (safety and security) of foreign carriers as liberalisation efforts within APEC increase
	2009
	Share information and support harmonization efforts in regards to foreign carrier licensing/validation and results of ICAO Operations Specification Study Group (regarding updating of ICAO Doc 8335).
	APEC Economies, Civil Aviation Authorities, and air carrier industry.
	United States

This item was closed at the 30th TPT-WG. A workshop on this item was not deemed necessary by the AEG.  ICAO is currently in the process of revising DOC 8335.  The AEG-SAF Chair will continue to inform economies of the status of this revision, and provide relevant information to all economies when it becomes available.  This item is closed.

	Share information and implement initiatives of ICAO.

Ministerial Directive 55; Roadmap 4
	Pursue a workshop to assist economies on the implementation of ICAO Language Proficiency (ICAO Annex 1: 1.2.9), to be implemented by March 5, 2008
	2007

High priority


	Share information and implement initiatives of ICAO and support harmonization in implementation of ICAO Language Proficiency requirements. 
	Economies, Civil Aviation Authorities, and air carrier industry, pilots and air traffic service providers.
	ICAO hosted seminars in each ICAO region.  To avoid duplication of efforts, the AEG-SAF encouraged all relevant economies to attend ICAO Language Proficiency Seminars.  Several APEC economies also shared information on their respective implementation plans during each of the 5th Ministerial TPT-WG meetings. This item is closed.  

	Establishment of a register of transport safety training capabilities in member economies to assist with capacity building.

Ministerial Directive 58; Roadmap 2
	Each economy to provide a list of 

1 aviation training centers for airman training, 

2 inspector training

3 technical assistance capabilities of member economies;

Training opportunities may be further explored
	End of 2007 
	Share information on capability building between economies; information may be requested to be kept on APEC website
	Economies, Civil Aviation Authorities, industry and the traveling public.
	All APEC economies

At the 31st TPT-WG, the Chair circulated the current draft of the training registry and noted that information from the following economies are still required:  Brunei Darussalam, Canada, Chile, Mexico, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Russia, Singapore, and Vietnam.  A final deadline of December 1, 2008 was set. Economies that do not provide input by that date will assume not to have entries to the registry.  The registry will be posted ot the APEC web-site by mid-December 2008, and the item will then be considered closed.  

	Ensure good safety outcomes in aviation; address ICAO requirements.

Ministerial Directive 55; Roadmap 4
	Each economy to explore ways to harmonize ramp inspection program and to exchange this data regarding foreign carriers with other economies; pursue interest International Aviation Safety Data Exchange (IASDEX) system
	2008
	Share information on foreign carrier ramp inspections/data exchange
	Economies, Civil Aviation Authorities, industry and the traveling public.
	United States, Canada, Australia, 

China, Korea

During the course of the 5th Ministerial round, the AEG-SAF shared considerable information with regard to ramp inspection data exchange.  The AEG-SAF Chair provided a presentation on IASDEX at the 30th TPT-WG and encouraged member economies to complete IASDEX data sharing agreements with the U.S.; China presented its ramp inspection checklist at the 29th and 30th TPT-WG; Peru presented its ramp inspection program and shared its check-list at the 31st TPT-WG; The AEG-SAF feels it is important to continue pursuing further information sharing in this area as a part of the 6th Ministerial. 

	Improve the capacity of member economies.

Ministerial Directive 53; Roadmap 6
	Pursue information on the IATA fuel efficiency gap program
	2008
	Request IATA to provide information for Civil Aviation Authorities and air carriers.
	Economies, Civil Aviation Authorities, air carriers, the traveling public.
	United States

The AEG-SAF Chair provided information on IATA’s fuel efficiency gap program at the 30th  TPT-WG; AEG-SAF Chair posted this information on the APEC website and closed this item.

	Complement initiatives of ICAO.

Ministerial Directive 55; Roadmap 4
	SAF to review outcomes of ICAO 36th Assembly to be held in Montreal September 2007 and determine if other initiatives need to be addressed by the SAF
	2008
	Harmonized implementation of ICAO requirements.
	APEC economies, industry and the traveling public.
	All economies at the 30th AEG-SAF 

At the 30th TPT-WG meeting, the AEG-SAF reviewed this information and cross-checked the action items; This action is closed.
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