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	Policy Direction Paper for TPT-WG31

Lead Shepherd

31st APEC Transportation Working Group Meeting

Lima, Peru, 25-29 August 2008


11 July 2008

To Heads of Delegation, Chairs of Experts Group, Deputy Lead Shepherd and Program Director

Being the new APEC TPT-WG Lead Shepherd, I wish to set forth the policy directions and work program for the Transportation Working Group leading to the next APEC Transportation Ministerial Meeting in April 2009 (TMM6) to be hosted by the Philippines.
Program of Meetings

1. Two Drafting Meetings for the TMM6 Joint Ministerial Statement have been scheduled for 2008:
· 1st Drafting Meeting to be held in Boracay, Philippines in December 2008

· 2nd Drafting Meeting in January or February 2009, venue: TBD

 2.  The 6th Transportation Ministers Meeting (TMM6) to be held in Cebu, Philippines 
in April 2009 

 3.  TPT-WG 32 will be held in Singapore from 27-31 July 2009


May we invite China, as the Deputy Lead Shepherd to host the second drafting meeting in January or February 2009.

While Singapore will host TPT-WG 32, we are still to identify a host for the TPT-WG 33 in 2010. Thus, we urge economies who have not recently hosted a TPT-WG Meeting to signify their intention to host the TPT-WG 33 meeting.

TPT-WG Work Towards TMM6


In our preparation for our meeting in Peru, may I encourage all concerned to give full considerations to the Directives from TMM5 and Leaders and continue to prioritize the implementation of the Directives set out in 2007 by APEC Transportation Ministers (TMM5) and Leaders.


May I also encourage Experts Groups to take initiatives in looking for manageable steps towards broader efforts to advance certain issues and to bear in mind the value of projects in advancing TMM5 Directives.


The TPT-WG 31 Meeting in Peru will be the only meeting of the Working Group before the 6th APEC Transportation Ministerial Meeting (TMM6). May I ask the Chairs of Experts Groups to provide suggestions on a theme for TMM6. Preparation for the Ministerial Meeting will be an important part of TPT-WG31 considering the need to develop a solid TMM6 Agenda for consideration by HOD drafting meetings in December 2008 and early 2009.  

During the 30th TPT-WG Meeting, the Aviation Experts Group formed an Aviation Emissions Task Force chaired by New Zealand, which shall have its first meeting on July 28-29, 2008 in Auckland, New Zealand.  May we invite New Zealand to report on the outcome of the said meeting to the Aviation Experts Group.


May we likewise invite Australia, the United States and China who co-sponsored the Aviation Cargo Security seminar held on June 2008 to report on the outcome of the said seminar.

Senior Officials during the SOM II are of the view that APEC could play an important role in promoting Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) awareness and capability in both public and private sector.  CSR is currently the focus of APEC in a number of fora.  The Chairs of the Experts Groups are encouraged to include CSR in their agenda.

Economies who have not yet nominated their competent authority to serve as member of the APSN Council are strongly encouraged to do so. The MEG Chair will provide a status report on this matter at the Opening Plenary of TPT-WG 31.


Progress on major projects such as Matrices on Road Safety Measures, new project proposals of the Road Safety Sub-group and the establishment of the Port Security Visit Program for member economies shall likewise be reported during the respective Experts Group meetings.

Priorities for TPT-WG Work in 2008

      May I reiterate the Joint Ministerial Statement agreed by Ministers at the 5th APEC Transportation Ministerial Meeting in March 2007 wherein guidance on issues of key importance to the TPT-WG was provided.  The Ministerial Directives identify broad issues to be taken into account:
· integration and harmonization of security regulation with safety and efficiency;

· greater focus on supply chain management rather than individual modal approach to common issues;

· continued work of Modal Groups on Bogor Goals and where appropriate the development of specific action plans where areas of specific progress can be made;

· the establishment of closer ties with relevant international for a, such as ICAO, IMO, etc. to complement work already undertaken and to minimize any duplication; and,

· identification of areas of collaboration on cross-cutting issues with other APEC groups, such as, the Tourism Working Group and the Counter-Terrorism Task Force.


May I likewise reiterate the Leaders’ Statement last September 2007 which reinforced the broad themes for all APEC groups, in particular:
· regional economic integration and accelerating efforts towards this objective by facilitating integration in sectors such as transportation, telecommunications, mining and energy;

· enhancing human security by agreeing on the need to further strengthen APEC’s efforts to build community resilience and preparedness for emergencies and natural disasters and welcomed APEC’s work to address and prevent threats to the customs, maritime, aviation and mass transit sectors;

· recognizing the ongoing economic risks associated with high and volatile energy prices and affirmed that rising energy demand in the Asia-Pacific can best be met by expanded trade and investment to boost supply and greater efficiency in use; and also;

· strengthening APEC by making it more efficient and responsive through a range of practical and incremental steps, examine options and prospects for a Free Trade Area of the Asia-Pacific.

Additional priorities for each Modal Experts Group will be considered by the Chairs.  The following may be worthy of attention:
· Aviation Experts Group – attention be given to environmental issues, particularly aviation emissions; Update on the draft program of New Technologies Workshop II; to share implementation plans on language proficiency, Workshop on Aviation Security to optimize the use of ICAO’s use of security audit and investigation programs. A review of the Bogor Goals relative to the liberalization of air transport.
· Intermodal Experts Group – projects that contribute to environmentally sustainable transport and opportunities for technical cooperation should be pursued.  These projects should address issues which impede the development and use of intermodal systems.  Noteworthy to mention, among others, are the projects on ISO TC 204 Liaison, Web-based Atlas of Trade and Transportation Corridors, Study of Land-Based GNSS Application Needs, and the Secure and Smart Container Development for Intermodal Transport.

· Land Experts Group - the development of standard reporting system on road safety strategies and emission standards for the economies, as well as update on their progress to promote seatbelt, motorcycle safety and harmonization.  There is also the proposed study on driver fatigue and its impact on road safety that is worth considering.
· Maritime Experts Group – the economies may wish to consider the creation of a Maritime Safety Sub-group and update progress on the following Projects: Study of Seaborne Trade Database, Impacts of Transport Policy on International Cargo Shipping and Economic Activities, Sharing best practice in reducing greenhouse gas emissions at ports, Controlling CO2 Emissions from international shipping.​ Development of a project proposal for training standards for LNG management level officers and to consider security aspects.
All Heads of delegation are encouraged to plan well ahead for strong representation at the coming meetings to ensure that delegates with the appropriate expertise are available.  

Looking towards a productive meeting in Peru. See you all in August.
MARIA ELENA H. BAUTISTA

Lead Shepherd

July 11, 2008

