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Purpose of the Paper

To provide a brief report on areas of potential collaboration between the TPT-WG and the APEC Energy Working Group (EWG) on energy efficiency for sustainable transport and alternative fuels.

Recommendation:

That the IIEG
· note the areas of potential collaboration; 


· accept the offer from the EWG secretariat for a representative/s from the IIEG Group to attend the next EWG meeting from 1- 5 December 2008 in the Philippines to further facilitate collaboration between the TPT – WG and the EWG; and


· develop language for Leaders’ Statement relating to the proposed collaboration on areas relating to sustainable transport and alternative fuels.

Background

At the TPT-WG30 in Manila in April 2008, Australia agreed to consult the APEC Energy Working Group (EWG) to identify existing gaps in research and outreach efforts that would be appropriate to the IEG mission.  The IEG also agreed to the need for outside experts to be invited to provide detailed briefings to the TPT WG on the sustainability and energy issue. 

At the first meeting of the TPT – WG Aviation Emissions Task Force in July 2008, Auckland NZ, a decision was also made to pursue possible collaboration with the EWG on areas of common interest in relation to alternate fuels.

In August 2008, Australia met with the EWG Secretariat to identify areas of collaboration. The EWG Secretariat suggested that a TPT-WG representative /s attend the next EWG meeting in Manila in December 2008 to further discussion on the potential collaboration between the two Working Groups.

Linkages – Ministerial Directives
At their fifth Meeting in Adelaide, Australia in March 2007, APEC Transportation Ministers (TMM5) encouraged the TPT-WG to discuss measures to promote environmentally sustainable transport and to look for opportunities to collaborate in areas such as fuel efficiency and alternative energies, including biofuels, as well as to complement the work of other international bodies.

APEC Energy Ministers at their Eighth Meeting in May 2007 in Darwin, Australia (TMM8) included in their Declaration:
 

9.  We discussed actions to achieve greater efficiency and diversity in the transport energy sector, which is a key driver of oil demand.  We encouraged the development of policies and technologies to promote fuel efficient transport as well as the uptake of biofuels and other alternative transport fuels in a sustainable manner.

 

and further

 

11  We responded to APEC Leader's instructions to report in 2007 on ways in which APEC might further contribute to policies and technologies that promote the development of cleaner energy and the improvement of energy efficiency, thereby enabling economies to meet increasing energy needs with a lower environmental impact and to address climate change objectives.

 

The Declaration goes further encouraging intensified efforts to develop and deploy techniques for cost-effective use of non-food feedstocks, for expanded biofuels production and green house gas reduction. 

Areas for Collaboration 
The EWG’s work on improving energy efficiency in transportation, on investigating the feasibility of alternative fuels, plus work on Urban Transport Energy Use in the APEC Region and the EMM8 energy/ TMM5 transport agenda discussions provide a coherent work program that would be of interest to the IIEG.

Areas for potential collaboration with the Energy Working Group appear to include:
· Identifying opportunities for development and promotion of fuel efficient policies and practices in APEC economies 
· Identifying overlapping interests in incentives for accelerating the introduction of alternative fuels for aviation; and


· Examining the options to harmonise the regulatory process for the certification of airline use of alternative fuels in order to streamline their adoption without the need to repeat test flights of a product already found to be suitable for aviation use.  Different alternative fuels are likely to have varied levels of complexity in regards to certification.

 

In relation to alternative fuels in particular, areas of common interest include biofuels and energy efficiency in land transportation and maritime transportation. Energy and transportation was a key part of EMM8 which encourages the Energy Working Group to undertake initiatives for industry to achieve greater efficiency and diversity in the transport energy sector, which is a key driver of oil demand. 

The EWG has a Biofuels Taskforce and an Experts Group on New and Renewable Energy Technologies. Both Groups have completed a number of projects that cross over our interest areas including:

· Establishment of Guidelines for the Development of Biodiesel Standards in the APEC Region;

· Phase II of the Adoption of Renewable Energy Standards;
· Survey of Biomass Resource Assessments and Assessment Capabilities in APEC Economies;
· The Future of Liquid Biofuels for APEC Economies; and
· Alternative Transport Fuels - Implementation Guidelines.
Recommendation:

If supported by IIEG members, it is proposed our final report be used to seek HOD’s agreement for a representative/s of TPT – WG to attend the EWG working group meeting in Manila between December 1 – 5 to pursue potential collaboration on areas of common interest.
