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Subject: Lead Shepherd’s Policy Direction for TPT-WG32

To Heads of Delegation, Chairs of Experts Groups, Deputy Lead Shepherd and Program Director

I would like to thank you all for your valuable contributions that helped make the 6th APEC Transportation Ministerial Meeting (TMM6) in Manila a success.

In preparation for our next TPT-WG meeting in Singapore, I would like to set forth policy direction and encourage all of you to give consideration to the Joint Ministerial Statement agreed by our Ministers at their recent meeting in Manila, the Philippines from 27-29 April 2009. The Statement provides guidance on issues of key importance to the TPTWG for the next two years, while recognizing recent achievements, on-going initiatives and projects.

The Ministers have identified specific priorities which need to be thoroughly addressed by Heads of Delegation and Chairs of the Experts Groups:

· Liberalization and Facilitation of Transport Services

· Seamless Transportation Systems

· Aviation Safety and Security

· Land Transport and Mass Transit Safety and Security

· Maritime Safety and Security

· Sustainable Transport

· Industry Involvement; and 

· Information Sharing.

I would like urge Chairs of the Experts Groups to take into consideration of Ministerial general direction that is relevant to the work of the TPT-WG. Relevant paragraphs include: 9, 10, 12, 14, 20, 21, 41, 42, 43, 44 and 45.

Major specific priorities for Experts Groups include:

· Aviation Experts Group – continue to work towards agreement or other means to achieve air services liberalization; review of the recent Universal Safety Oversight Audit Program; efforts to improve overall ICAO compliance with runway standards; enhanced air cargo security; support the second cycle of ICAO’s Universal Security Audit Program and continue the work of the Aviation Emissions Task Force 

· Intermodal and ITS Experts Group – implementation of selected integrated technologies in the management and operation of intermodal transportation and identification of measures that will contribute to an environmentally sustainable transport; options to help address emissions from transport without unduly affecting the safe and efficient carriage of people and cargo and growth of the transport industry; promotion of the development of next generation biofuels as directed by APEC Leaders in 2008 in Lima, Peru; opportunities for the development and promotion of fuel efficient transport policies and practices, including the use of alternative fuels for transportation vehicles and aircraft; identification of barriers to implement such policies and practices and appropriate actions to be taken.

· Land Experts Group – promotion, institutionalization and implementation of best practices and technologies designed to create a safer road and rail environment; action plans to address the tragic social and economic cost due to road trauma in the APEC region; continuing work towards harmonization of standards on vehicle safety and emissions; information exchange on ways to promote the development of cleaner and more fuel efficient vehicles; collaboration on land transport security measures, especially initiatives to further promote land transport security specifically aimed at the protection of mass transit systems in cooperation with other fora such as the International Working Group Land Transport Security.  

· Maritime Experts Group – information sharing in addressing the problem of piracy and armed robbery against ships; analysis of small boats as potential threats to maritime security; implementation of related ISPS activities such as the sub-regional workshops on the use of the Manual of Maritime Security Drills and Exercises and the Port Security Visit Program; and other maritime safety initiatives.

The Ministers have also identified collaboration with other APEC fora and private sector participation in the realization of our initiatives. The recent symposium on APEC Supply-chain Connectivity served as an initiative for us to pursue our Ministers’ directive to work with the APEC Committee on Trade and Investment (CTI) and the Economic Committee on the Supply Chain Connectivity Initiative. We welcome connectivity as a key initiative for future project proposals and support TPT-WG representation on the CTI Task Force as one stop oversight of connectivity. 

I would like to urge Chairs to examine the TMM6 Joint Ministerial Statement in conjunction with the Statements by Leaders and APEC Ministers (attached) from their last meetings in Peru last year. These Statements address relevant issues including biofuels, piracy, renewable energy resources and technologies, and corporate social responsibility. 

I would like to also ask Chairs to provide by 6 July 2009 a list (as per attached template) of TMM6 Ministerial Directives falling within the responsibility of your respective Experts Groups; and on-going projects/ initiatives from TMM5 Directives.

I look forward to seeing and working with you in Singapore.

Maria Elena Bautista

Lead Shepherd 

16 June 2009
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