ANNEX

DRAFT: Suggested Relevant APEC Fora for Examining
Potential Actions on Food Security


	ISSUE
	POTENTIAL ACTION
	SUGGESTED APEC FORA

	Trade
	Identify and raise awareness of non-tariff measures affecting global food trade including behind-the-border issues such as technical needs and regulatory measures
	Finance Ministers Process

EC

SCSC
MAG

ATCWG

	
	Identify alternatives policies and approaches that could be utilized in extraordinary circumstances that affect food security, without resorting to the use of food export restrictions, and to undertake efforts to enhance regional cooperation to respond to and mitigate impact of food security emergencies in the region.
	PSU

CTI

EC

ATCWG

	Research and Development
	Develop tools and strategies to reduce dependence on petroleum-based inputs in agriculture, including fertilizers and fuel


	ATCWG

EWG

TPTWG
ISTWG

	· Promoting Agricultural Biotechnology
	Encourage science-based risk assessment of agricultural biotechnology and appropriate regulations that ensure safety without unnecessary trade restrictions
	HLPDAB
ATCWG


	
	Build technical capacity for the development of appropriate regulatory frameworks for agricultural biotechnology 
	HLPDAB

ATCWG


	· Biofuels
	Work to realize the expeditious development and commercialization of 2nd generation biofuels.  Examine key economic, environmental and other issues impacting the successful emergence of future generation biofuels and provide recommendations for regional action.
	EWG

ATCWG

TPTWG


	Agricultural Infrastructure 
· Soft Infrastructure
	Enhance capacity building and sharing of best practices to increase productivity and efficiency in agriculture and aquaculture.
	ATCWG

FWG

	
	Develop and encourage best practices for making agricultural production, food storage, transportation and distribution systems more efficient  
	ATCWG

TPTWG
EWG

	
	Promote best practices as developed in the region and by other organizations for sustainable use and management of land, water, and other natural resources relevant to the regional food supply. 
	ATCWG

FWG

MRCWG

	· Soft Infrastructure (cont’d)
	Build on current work to reduce post-harvest crop losses   

	ATCWG

	
	Explore cooperation to share innovations and best practices in agriculture higher education, including models for in-service training for students, classroom links to farmer outreach programs, and curriculum enhancement through electronic instruction and regional faculty/staff exchanges

	HRDWG

ATCWG

FWG

	
	Where appropriate, take into consideration food security concerns in activities on disaster preparedness, risk reduction and recovery.
	TFEP

FWG

ATCWG

	· Hard Infrastructure
	Explore potential opportunities to facilitate regional dialogue and cooperation on physical infrastructure development in rural areas in the Asia-Pacific by bringing together individual economies, multilateral development banks, international development organizations, the private sector, and others.

	ATCWG

TPTWG

	Agricultural Commodity Market Transparency
	Share information on evidence of commodity speculation and hoarding on food prices in our region – as part of a larger discussion on the fundamental drivers of food prices – and examine ways to minimize any potential negative impact while bolstering positive ones. 
	Finance Ministers Process

	
	Enhance the quality and timely accessibility of data on food stocks in the APEC region building upon existing initiatives with international organizations such as FAO and OECD
	ATCWG

FWG

	Understanding Food Price Volatility
	Explore holding workshop to discuss and exchange information on factors contributing to volatile food prices in the region.  
	ATCWG

	Food Security and Social Safety Nets/Protections
	Study mechanisms and effectiveness of short-term social safety nets and longer-term social protection mechanisms which aim to protect those most vulnerable to high food prices.
	HRDWG


Glossary of Acronyms
ATCWG

Agricultural Technical Cooperation Working Group

CTI


Committee on Trade and Investment

EC


Economic Committee
EWG


Energy Working Group

FWG


Fisheries Working Group

HLPDAB

High Level Policy Dialogue on Agricultural Biotechnology

HRDWG

Human Resource Development Working Group

ISTWG

Industrial Science and Technology Working Group

MAG


Market Access Group (of the Committee on Trade and Investment)

MRCWG

Marine Resources Conservation Working Group

PSU


Policy Support Unit

SCSC


Subcommittee on Standards and Conformance (of the Committee on Trade and Investment)

TFEP


Task Force on Emergency Preparedness

TPTWG

Transportation Working Group

