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Bottlenecks in freight transport logistics focusing on port sectors
1. Background
There is increasing concern that inadequate infrastructure in the APEC region may cause serious bottlenecks in freight transport logistics and hinder the trade and economic development of the APEC region.

At the 6th APEC Transportation Ministerial Meeting (TMM6) in Manila, Ministers desire broader cooperation arrangements for sharing best practices on the latest development in ports and port capacity and addressing congestion issues for intermodal cargo movement. 
APEC Supply-Chain Connectivity (SCC) report emphasized the importance of getting hard infrastructure right and expected the APEC to take actions to address inadequate transport infrastructure including port.
Ports and related sectors in the APEC region are now faced with both opportunities and challenges in pursuing efficient cargo transportation. As member economies of APEC are situated along the Pacific Rim, APEC is well-positioned to promote technical co-operation among transportation sectors of member economies.  We believe it is useful to discuss this issue in MEG and share information to eliminate bottlenecks in freight transport logistics in APEC region. 
2. Purpose
The purpose of this project is to indentify bottlenecks in the transport and logistics chain focusing on port sectors in the APEC region and to consider possible solutions to eliminate those bottlenecks.
3. Next Step
1.
MEG is invited to consider the information provided in this document;

2.
Japan will give a project proposal for approval at TPT-WG 33.
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