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1. Welcome and Introductions
The 34th VSHG meeting was held on the 13 and 14th 0f June 2011, chaired by Mr Hyun-Jung Kim of the Republic of Korea with help from the Vice-chairman Mr Jonas of Australia.
The Chairman welcomed participants and called for members to introduce themselves.  The chairman noted that 8 economies were in attendance including Australia, Japan, Korea, Indonesia, Philippines, Singapore, Chinese Taipei and Papua New Guinea.  
2. Adoption of the Agenda
He invited members to review the proposed agenda and indicate whether they wanted any changes.  The Indonesian delegate requested a change to allow a presentation by Indonesia on harmonisation.  It was agreed to insert an additional item 4.4.

The Vice-chairman suggested a new item to address the group’s response to the Decade of Action for Road Safety and it was agreed to insert a new item 7.1 under other business for this meeting.  For future meetings perhaps this item could be elevated to the status of a standing item.  
3. Summary of outcomes from the 33rd VSHG Meeting (Vice-chair)
The Chairman asked the Vice-chair to summarise the outcomes from the 33rd VSHG meeting.
He recalled a number of formal presentations by Korea, Chinese Taipei, Japan and Australia on issues including measures to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, the development of a pole side impact GTR, adoption of the pedestrian safety GTR and IWVTA.  As well, economies provided progress reports on their harmonisation programs.  This indicates that the group is making steady progress with achieving its strategic objective of promoting harmonisation with UNECE regulations.

The Chinese Taipei delegate raised concerns about difficulties with operating in the UNECE framework.  Members were generally in agreement, having themselves encountered difficulties in understanding the ECE regulations and with interpreting the regulations.  Members agreed that VSHG should find a way to address the more technical details and open a forum for discussing such technical issues, either by e-mail or an internet discussion forum.  
4.
Progress Reports of Action Plan to Introduce ECE Regulations and GTRs

4.1. Overall status of recent UN/ECE/WP29 sessions (Korea)

The Korean delegate gave a comprehensive presentation summarising the last two WP 29 meetings that had taken place since the last VSHG meeting including the 152nd and 153rd meetings held in November 2010 and March 2011 respectively.  He mentioned that a total of 83 UNECE regulation and 3 GTR amendments were considered.
 His report included the activities of the expert working groups that had made reports to the WP 29 meetings. Highlights included work on Lane Departure Warning Systems (LDWS), extending ESC to N2 and N3 category vehicles and a summary of the Informal Groups engaged in work on pedestrian safety, head restraints and pole side impacts.  

The report also included mention of on-going work to establish an electronic database for the exchange of type approval data (DETA).  This item drew special interest as members of VSHG wondered if such  a database could provide the means for tracking approvals issued and an information exchange for interpreting UNECE regulations.  The difficulties  facing APEC economies in obtaining interpretations of UNECE regulations was raised by the Chinese Taipei delegate at the 33rd APEC TPT-WG, VSHG meeting in Tokyo in October 2010 and members agreed to investigate whether this database could satisfy that objective.  
Members were generally appreciative of the report, as short of attending themselves, this was a valuable source of information.

4.2. Brief reports of each member economies’ harmonization progress (Each Economy)

The Chair asked members to report on progress on harmonisation (if any).
Australia – had not adopted any harmonised regulations since the last VSHG meeting.  However, work continued on pedestrian safety and the development of a GTR for pole side impact protection.  Australia had also increased its participation in the WP 29 working groups including GRSP and GRRF.
Indonesia – Has established a forum called Indonesian Automotive Standard Internationalization Forum (IASIF) for international harmonisation to facilitate harmonisation activities.

Japan – JASIC attends all WP 29 and GRs.  However, it had not adopted any regulations since the last meeting.  For next year Japan will consider adopting ECE 10, 50 and 100.   

Korea – has adopted GTR 8 ESC – starting in January 2013 for new type of vehicle and 2015 for all new cars.  

Papua New Guinea – is not a vehicle manufacturing country so it accepts vehicles complying with UNECE regulations and GTRs. 
Singapore – not a vehicle manufacturing country so will accept UNECE complying vehicles. 

Chinese Taipei – has prepared a detailed presentation for item No 5.3.  
The delegate from the Philippines also mentioned that not being a vehicle manufacturing country, it accepted vehicles complying with UNECE regulations.

4.3
Status of adopted ECE regulations of each economy (Korea)
Korea gave a presentation on the status of adopted regulations by member economies.  The material presented forms a valuable basis for the continued tracking of progress in adopting UNECE regulations and should become a standing item on the VSHG agenda.  
4.4
Presentation by Indonesia on Harmonisation
The presentation by Indonesia indicated a firm commitment to following a harmonised path for vehicle regulation based on UNECE, WP 29 processes.  A key element is the establishment of the Indonesian Automotive Standard Internationalization Forum (IASIF).  The goals of IASIF are to prepare and to formulate WP 29 recommendations, to prepare and formulate a vehicle type approval system and coordinate activities among stakeholders.  
The presentation prompted a discussion on the issues facing economies that have to confront both full volume and low volume manufacturers.  The Chinese Taipei delegate led this discussion and called for further presentations by economies with well established certification systems such as Australia and Japan.  It was agreed that prior to the next meeting economies that are able, would provide information via email.

The Chinese Taipei delegate also proposed the establishment of a Certification Circle as a forum for discussing certification matters.  All present agreed and the details will need to be worked out of session.  

5. Technical Discussions

5.1
Latest Discussion about International Whole Vehicle Type Approval (Japan).  
Japan gave a presentation on IWVTA, setting out the basic concept of extending the current UNECE approval process to include the whole vehicle.  The time table extends out to 2016.  The project is attending to two parallel streams of determining the necessary technical regulations and the amendments to the 1958 Agreement to accommodate Whole of Vehicle Type Approval.
The upcoming meeting in Paris on 17 June 2011 will review progress and discuss the way ahead.

5.2. Pole Side Impact Test – The Safety Case (Australia)

The Australian delegate gave a presentation on Australia’s proposal to develop a Pole Side Impact GTR.  He reviewed progress thus far and said that the focus was on establishing the safety case.  The presentation reviewed the accident statistics obtained from a number of participating countries which indicated that pole side impacts were a significant contributor to fatalities.

He impressed on members that more data was required to establish pole side impact as a GTR.

5.3. Progress Report on Vehicle Safety Testing Regulations (Chinese Taipei)
The presentation by Chinese Taipei informed members of the process employed to remain abreast of UNECE regulations.  The corresponding ECE regulations are reviewed twice a year to examine any amendments and to consider their incorporation into the Chinese Taipei regulations.
It was mentioned that the lead times incorporated into the ECE regulations were taken into account.

While harmonisation was the main focus, there were occasions where domestic requirements had to be considered.  For example, in relation to lateral protection for heavy vehicles, it was noted the numbers of motorcycles in the traffic were high and the potential for the lateral protection device to snag the motorcycle was recognised.  This prompted a domestic requirement for a flat panel to be placed on the outside of the device to avoid motorcycle entrapment.

5.4 ASEAN-Japan cooperation on development of technical regulations and establishment of a type approval system for vehicles (Japan) 
The Japanese delegate outlined cooperation efforts among ASEAN economies to establish a system for technical regulations and type approval systems for vehicles.  He mentioned the establishment of the ASEAN Consultative Committee for Standards and Quality (ACCSQ) as a forum for developing their approval system.

He pointed out that only Thailand and Malaysia had acceded to the UNECE and hopefully other ASEAN economies would follow.  He further outlined the plan to adopt a limited number of regulations including seatbelts, Tyres, Noise limits, and commercial vehicle tyres.
Japan has taken a role of assisting ASEAN economies to develop a structured program for harmonisation.  Furthermore, since Japan is a key player in the development of the IWVTA, it can keep ASEAN members fully briefed on developments relating to this important initiative.

5.5. Introduction of self certification procedure (Korea)
The Korean government sets the safety standards but allows qualified vehicle manufacturers to conduct their own testing to confirm compliance.   Their scheme also provides for vehicles to be marked as being compliant. 
The government carries out its own tests of vehicles on the market and if any non-compliances are detected a vehicle recall may be required.  Recall action may also be initiated in response to complaints from the market.

The delegate from Chinese Taipei asked how the recall system dealt with defects which were not covered by regulations such as unintended acceleration.  There was considerable discussion on this point and it was agreed that recall systems should be addressed at the next VSHG given the high degree of interest.  

Another question was whether KATRI sought help from experts such as from academia.  While the consultative committee was open to participation by all, no one was specifically invited.

5.6 Introduction of each member’s Type Approval System, if any (Each Economy)
None
6
Policy under TMM6 Joint Statement (Para 40)
6.1 Development in Environmental standards in Australia (Australia)

The Australian delegate made a presentation about the on-going developments in the area of environmental protection standards.  He mentioned that the Australian Government had announced the introduction of Euro 5/6 requirements for light vehicles on the 11 June 2011.  He also went on to outline the approach adopted for electric vehicles particularly new arrangements for fuel consumption labelling and the provision of consumer information on the Green Vehicle Guide.  The presentation included slides on examples of fuel consumption labels for EVs.
6.2
Strategy to reduce green house gas from vehicles (Korea)

The Korean delegate provided the framework for the strategy for reducing green house Gas emissions in Korea including the establishment of the Green House Gas (GHG) Law introduced in December 2009.  The aim was to reduce GHG emissions by 246 million tonnes by 2020.
The presentation pointed out that buses accounted for 36% of GHG emissions, while light passenger cars accounted for 29% and trucks 31%.  He outlined the strategy for reducing GHG emissions as moving the fleet toward hybrid/EVs. As well as low emission vehicles.  The strategy also embraced driver education on economical driving habits.  Another element of the strategy was to bring about a modal shift to public transport.

It was recognised that low speed EVs would not be popular unless the appropriate recharging infrastructure was put in place as soon as possible.  

Other initiatives were tyre pressure monitoring systems to ensure optimum tyre pressure to reduce rolling resistance, idle stop/go systems and gear shift indicator systems to advise drivers the best time to change gears. 
7. Other Business

7.1. Decade of Action for Road safety

During the LEG opening plenary the LEG chairman mentioned the Decade of Action for Road Safety and how it could impact on the activities of VSHG.  The global strategy recognised that in the area of vehicle regulation, important elements were harmonisation, active and passive safety, seatbelts and anchorages, advanced safety systems such as ESC and measures to protect vulnerable road users including pedestrians, bicycle and motorcycle riders.

The group discussed these issues and noted that all were already under discussion by the group and they were confident that the group was ideally placed to ensure a worthy contribution to achieving these goals.  

The group agreed to revisit the global strategy as part of the standing agenda and identify any particular initiatives for further consideration.
7.2

Future directions for VSHG – recap of meeting, discussion on the needs or participants and identification of future capacity building requirements (Participants)

Members discussed whether the group was achieving its objective of encouraging UNECE harmonisation among APEC members and it was noted that over the last few meetings the focus had shifted to presentations on the adoption of UNECE regulations.  It appeared that members had wholeheartedly embraced the concept of harmonisation and were proceeding to adopt UNECE regulations they considered would deliver safety benefits.  In this regard it appeared that the group had progressed beyond the initial concept of harmonisation as a desirable objective and were actively pursuing the adoption of harmonised standards.

However, members were keen to preserve the original objective but recognise that the focus had shifted.  There was some discussion on whether the group should change its name to reflect its developed role.
The delegate from Chinese Taipei raised an important point, that while some economies were unable to attend the TPT-WG, VSHG meetings, it could be very useful to seek out their involvement by requesting that they could still provide information through the chairman/secretariat and such information could be presented at the meeting by any member attending the meeting.
Nevertheless, members agreed to re-affirm the resolutions from the last meeting but with the emphasis on the new direction of implementing standards:

1. Encourage economies to join the ECE 1958 Agreement to help facilitate trade;

2. Encourage economies to join the ECE 1998 Agreement and to work together to influence future regulatory harmonization;

3. Promote with other APEC economies the exchange of information on current and emerging safety issues, including data exchange;  

4. Assist other economies in the exchange of information on WP.29 activities and on best safety practices from within their country; 
5. Encourage other APEC economies to participate in this forum; and

6. Focus on implementation strategies. 

Matters for further action:
· Establish a forum by email for the exchange of information on matters such as standards, certification and interpretations.

· Establish a Certification Circle for the exchange of information on certification systems in use by member economies.

· Exchange information on recall systems

· Investigate the possibility of using the DETA system for information on UNECE approvals and interpretations.

· Members to consider whether to change the sub group’s name and if so, suggest a new name.
