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Annual Report on the APEC Port Services Network

Current Status:

Organization

1. The APEC Port Services Network (APSN) has continued to evolve, transforming from a new idea into an organization with a fully functioning Secretariat and with regular membership of 105 organizations in the ports and related industries and Council Members from 14 different economies. 

2. The 14 APEC economies that have designated a Council Member for the APSN include Australia; Canada; China; Hong Kong, China; Indonesia, Japan; Republic of Korea; Peru, the Philippines; Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand, the United States of America, and Vietnam.  The Secretariat is working diligently to increase that number of economies to all 21 in order to obtain full representation of the Asia-Pacific region.

3. The third meeting of the APSN Council took place in Shanghai, China on 

September 16-17, 2010.  This meeting was preceded by a one-day workshop on Free Trade Zones at Ports which was attended by Council Members from 11 APEC economies and over 50 representatives from ports and port-related industries.  
Council Membership Nomination

4. There still are seven APEC economies that have not yet nominated a Council Member and hopefully this Annual Report will provide a timely and useful reference for them to reflect on their position, taking into account the unanimous agreement of APEC Leaders at their meeting in Hanoi in 2006, to request the Transportation Working Group to establish the APSN.  Clearly, as a new organization, the APSN needs the widest possible support among member economies that are ready to help in its further development.

Projects of the APSN:

2009 Report on Asia-Pacific Port Development

5. The 2009 Report on Asia-Pacific Port Development was published in April 2011, and reflects the valuable contributions of member economies. The Report is available on the APSN website.  It was previously agreed by the APSN Council that the input to the report would come from Council Members.  The deadline for submitting input for the 2010 Report is end of July 2011.

Green Ports Workshop
6. At its last meeting in Shanghai, the APSN Council approved holding a one-day workshop on Green Ports to be held back-to-back with the 4th Council meeting.  The United States have offered to host the workshop on September 19, 2011 and the Council meeting on September 20-21, 2011 in San Francisco, California.  The programme for the workshop promises to be of interest to a wide range of port and port-related sectors and the APSN would encourage all APEC economies to attend this workshop. 
APSN Advisory Board

7. The meeting in Shanghai also led to approval in principle of the creation of a new senior body in the APSN, to be named the APSN Advisory Board.  The role of this new Advisory Board is to further engage ports and port-related industries at the senior management level and for it to provide policy direction to the APSN Council, therefore contributing to its overall governance. 

8. The APSN Council has intersessionally agreed to the Terms of Reference for the new Advisory Board and the Secretary General has called for nominations of up to two nominations from each APSN Council Member by June 30, 2011. The nominees will be invited to attend the next Council Meeting in September.

Membership Fees

9. At the meeting in Shanghai, the APSN Council agreed to the Secretary General developing options for charging future membership fees. The Council was reminded that China had agreed to fund the first two years of the operations of the APSN and its Secretariat. The Secretary General issued a working paper with different options on membership fees in January 2011 for Council Members to consider intersessionally.

10. To date, there is no common view among Council Members on the preferred option for charging membership fees to the APSN, with the exception that no fees should be charged to members of the new Advisory Board. This will be discussed as a priority item at the next Council meeting in September. 

Next Steps:

16. Building on the success and momentum of its accomplishments, the APSN will continue its promotional efforts to increase its visibility, particularly among the economies that have yet to nominate a member to the APSN Council. The organization will build upon the creation of a new senior body to more effectively dialogue with industry representatives.  In the short term, with the upcoming Green Ports workshop and Council meeting, the APSN will be busy in the second half of 2011.
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Jerry Rysanek [Canada], 
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