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Introduction:

Mr. Takeshi MURAOKA, the Chair of Maritime Experts Group (MEG) welcomed 33 delegates attending the meeting on June 13-15, 2011, representing 18 economies: Australia; Canada; Chile; People’s Republic of China; Hong Kong, China; Indonesia; Japan; Republic of Korea; Malaysia; New Zealand; Papua New Guinea; Republic of Philippines; Russian Federation; Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; United States of America; and Social Republic of Viet Nam.

Ongoing Projects: 

· Enhancing Visibility of Maritime Container Transportation

The MEG reviewed a revised concept note submitted by Japan on a possible seminar on “Enhancing Visibility of Maritime Container Transportation”. The MEG requested Japan to further develop the final project proposal and circulate it intersessionally to MEG for review.  If the project proposal is accepted by MEG, Japan will then submit it to the Budget Management Committee (BMC), with the aim of holding the seminar as part of TPTWG that, provisionally, would be held in Vladivostok in August 2012.

· Supply Chain Visibility Feasibility Study 
Japan reported on the Supply Chain Visibility Feasibility Study, which is one of the projects currently handled by the Sub-Committee on Standards and Conformance (SCSC), Committee on Trade and Investment (CTI). The MEG noted that one of its projects is closely related to the CTI project and that it would be essential for the two groups to coordinate this work, in particular the survey that CTI plans to conduct among APEC economies. 

Thus, it was agreed that: 

a)  CTI as the representative of SCSC would provide, as soon as possible, their draft survey questionnaire to the MEG for review; 

b) MEG would respond to CTI as soon as possible thereafter, including any input that might involve specific questions that MEG would find beneficial to add to the questionnaire, and would also provide a list of contact points that CTI could use for the survey;

c)  the result of the survey will be shared among relevant APEC fora including the MEG. 

· Realizing the Bogor Goals in the Maritime Transport Sector
Japan presented a progress report on the project, particularly on policy items 6 and 7, which do not appear to warrant any additional work. The MEG agreed that the designation of champion economies for these two policy items is therefore not required. The MEG Secretariat will ask those member economies that were involved in these two policy items to provide an update on their current status.  With regard to policy item 8, it was noted that this is covered by a new project proposal submitted by Japan on “APEC Training Course on Common Principles to Shipping Policy”.  
· APEC Training Course on Common Principles to Shipping Policy

The MEG noted the final draft of the project proposal by Japan on “APEC Training Course on Common Principles to Shipping Policy”, which was initially introduced at TPTWG-33 held in Tokyo in October 2010. The MEG requested that Japan amends the proposal to indicate that it is a “pilot project” in recognition of the long-term plan to hold similar training courses in other economies, subject to separate project proposals. Apart from that amendment, the MEG approved the project proposal for submission by Japan to the BMC.

· APEC Guidelines related to Liner Shipping
The MEG Secretariat presented the text of the draft APEC Guidelines Related to Liner Shipping. Mr. D. O’Keefe (Canada), acting in his capacity as the chair of the Workshop held as part of TPTWG-33 in October 2010 in Tokyo, explained the draft text and the work that was done intersessionally following the Workshop.  The MEG highly appreciated his leadership and the very significant contribution he made to the successful conclusion of this project. The MEG discussed and endorsed the final text of the guidelines (ANNEX1) and decided to recommend to the HODs that this accomplishment be reported in TMM7 statement for the Ministers to note this valuable contribution of TPTWG to the achievement of Bogor Goals that will enhance facilitation of free and open trade in APEC region.
· Cargo Preference and Restrictions Applying to Specific Trades

The Republic of Korea presented its project proposal on “Cargo Preference and Restrictions Applying to Specific Trades”. The MEG welcomed the proposal and made some suggestions for consideration by the Republic of Korea, in particular to split the project and budget into three distinct stages. The MEG felt that the proposal should provide for an interim report to MEG after stage 1 (“Information gathering”) to get a better sense of the extent of various cargo preferences or restrictions in the APEC region before the work would proceed on stages 2 and 3. The MEG invited the Republic of Korea to submit the revised project proposal at the next TPTWG, with support of co-sponsors as required. 

· Bottlenecks in Freight Transport Focusing on Port Sectors

The MEG reviewed an interim report submitted by Japan on “Bottlenecks in Freight Transport Logistics focusing on Port Sectors.” MEG requested member economies to submit their best practices to Japan so that a draft final report could be completed by Japan intersessionally.  The MEG will consider it at the next meeting, including its dissemination among various organizations.
New Project Proposals and Emerging Issues:
· Enhancing international cooperation and information sharing in addressing the problem of piracy and armed robbery against ships and seafarers
The Russian Federation proposed a new project on “Enhancing international cooperation and information sharing in addressing the problem of piracy and armed robbery against ships and seafarers”. While MEG was positive to this project proposal in principle, some MEG member economies raised their concerns about a possible duplication of the work done by the International Maritime Organization (IMO) and Regional Cooperation Agreement on Combating Piracy and Armed Robbery against Ships in Asia (ReCAAP), especially as regards to the sharing of information and best practices. The MEG requested that the Russian Federation consult with these two organizations and reach a consensus on the gap that exists, which should be addressed in the project proposed by the Russian Federation. To facilitate further consideration of this project during the current budgetary cycle, it was agreed that:

a) the Russian Federation will revise the proposal and submit it to the MEG chair by July 1, 2011.
b) MEG chair will circulate it for comments/approval by MEG member by July 11, 2011.
c) If approved, the Russian Federation will submit it by July 29, 2011 to the Lead Shepherd through the usual channels. 
· Study to develop a Green Port Evaluation Index
The People’s Republic of China proposed a new project on “Study to develop a Green Port Evaluation Index.” While MEG was positive to this project proposal in principle, some MEG member economies raised their concerns about a possible duplication of the work of the other international organizations such as World Bank and International Association of Ports and Harbors (IAPH). MEG requested People’s Republic of China to revise the project proposal to ensure that it does not duplicate the work of the other bodies. To facilitate further consideration of this project during the current budgetary cycle, it was agreed that:

a) the People’s Republic of China will revise the proposal and submit it to the MEG chair by July 1, 2011.
b) MEG chair will circulate it for comments/approval by MEG member by July 11, 2011.

c) If approved, People’s Republic of China will submit it by July 29, 2011 to the Lead Shepherd through the usual channels.  
Economy Report: 

Australia made a presentation on Australian shipping, including the status of its maritime reform initiatives. The MEG appreciated the useful information contained in the presentation and invited Australia to provide an update on this reform at the next meeting of MEG.

Other Reports: 

Japan and New Zealand made presentations on the “Great East Japan Earthquake” and the “Christchurch Earthquake”, respectively. The MEG appreciated the useful information contained in these presentations.
Update of Operational Plan:
The MEG considered this item on the basis of TMM6 directives contained in a paper prepared by the Lead Shepherd and reviewed in detail the status of work on each of them. The outcome of this discussion is set out in the ANNEX 2 to this report.
Summary Report for Closing Plenary:


to note that the MEG completed its work on “APEC Guidelines Related to Liner Shipping” as attached in ANNEX 1 to be posted on the APEC TPT-WG website, and to report this contribution to the achievement of Bogor Goals to TMM7,


to note that the MEG endorsed the project proposal on “APEC Training Course on Common Principles to Shipping Policy”, 


to note that the MEG endorsed the concept note on “Enhancing Visibility of Maritime Container Transportation” for the next BMC (Priority #1),


to note that the MEG endorsed, in principle, two new project proposals on “Study to Develop a Green Port Evaluation Index” (Priority #2) and “Enhancing International Cooperation and Information Sharing in Addressing the Problem of Piracy and Armed Robbery against Ships and Seafarers” (Priority #3),


to note that these two projects are subject to intersessional revision and final endorsement by MEG,


to note that the MEG invited the Sub-Committee on Standards and Conformance (SCSC), Committee on Trade and Investment (CTI) to seek collaboration with their project on the Supply Chain Visibility Feasibility Study,


to note the MEG’s Operational Plan (see ANNEX 2).
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