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MEDIA RELEASE 
Lead Shepherd 

APEC Transportation Working Group

Monday 10 November 2008 

The Inauguration of the APEC Port Services Network (APSN)
Today, Ms. Maria Elena H. Bautista, Lead Shepherd of the APEC Transportation Working Group (TPT-WG) was pleased to announce the official inauguration of the APEC Port Services Network (APSN) following the successful holding of the first session of the APSN Council and the Inaugural Conference of the APSN in Ningbo, China from 3 to 5 November, 2008. 
The APEC TPT-WG Lead Shepherd and the APSN Council Members from Australia; Canada; the People’s Republic of China; Hong Kong, China; Japan; the Republic of Korea; Peru; the Philippines; Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; the United States of America and Vietnam attended the first APSN Council meeting held from 3 to 4 November 2008.  The Council unanimously elected Mr. Jerry Rysanek, Council Member of Canada as the President of the APSN Council, and Mr. SUB LT. Viroj Chongchansitto, Council Member of Thailand as the Vice-President.  The Council appointed Mr. Zhang Xiaojie (the People’s Republic of China) as the Secretary-General of the APSN, and decided that the APSN Office in Beijing was transformed into the APSN Secretariat.
Following a two-day extensive discussions, the Council adopted the APSN Mission Statement, Rules of Procedure for the Council, the 2009 Work Plan for APSN as well as the APSN Strategic Directions and Long-term Action Plan.  The Council also approved more than 70 APSN Regular Membership applications.  According to the decisions of the Council, the recruitment of Regular Members, promotion of the APSN and conduct of projects and training programmes will top the work agenda of the APSN in the coming year.  Attending Council Members also expressed their strong and continuous support in assisting the APSN to successfully complete its tasks.
The Inaugural Conference of the APSN was held on 5 November 2008 which was attended by Mr. Xu Zuyuan, Vice Minister of Transport of the People’s Republic of China, Ms. Maria Elena H. Bautista, TPT-WG Lead Shepherd, APSN Council Members, senior officials from relevant Chinese Ministries and over 70 newly-approved Regular Members.  H.E. Mr. Zhang Dejiang, Vice Premier of the People’s Republic of China sent a congratulatory message to the Conference to celebrate the official establishment of the APSN and express best wishes for a    better future development of the APSN.  In his speech delivered at the Conference, Vice Minister Xu extended his gratitude to APEC member economies and all parties concerned for their dedication and valuable support to the establishment of the APSN, he further expressed China’s commitment to support the work of the APSN.  In her speech, Ms. Bautista encouraged a broader and more active participation of APEC member economies for a sound and smooth operation of the APSN.
The mission of the APSN is “Networking for Stronger Ports Industry and Better Community” by which great efforts will be given to the port cooperation, capacity-building, information exchange with an aim to achieve the common prosperity of all APEC member economies.
The development of the APSN project has been guided by the TPT-WG’s Maritime Experts Group (MEG) over the past two years, in response to directives in 2007 from the APEC Economic Leaders and APEC Transportation Ministers.  China has taken the lead in promoting and implementing the network proposal, in consultation with Australia; Canada and Hong Kong, China.  The outcomes of this first session of the APSN Council and the APSN Inaugural Conference will be reported to the 16th APEC Economic Leaders’ Meeting scheduled to be held from 22 to 23 November 2008 in Lima, Peru.
For further information:

1. Mr Zhang Xiaojie (APSN Secretary-General): zhangxj@moc.gov.cn 

2. Mr Jerry Rysanek (APSN Council President): RYSANEJ@tc.gc.ca 
The APSN website (http:// www.apecpsn.org)
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