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The purpose of the project was to increase knowledge relating to international air services negotiations to further the ability of APEC member economies to participate constructively in air services consultations with bilateral partners and in the APEC Transportation Working Group. This will be achieved through an advanced training course for senior and upper level personnel from governments, airlines and other stakeholders in APEC economies. The course was held in Bangkok, Thailand, from 15-25 February 2005.
Main Outcomes:

The project achieved its objectives and met the need of the targeted beneficiaries, which was to enhance air services negotiations capabilities.  The primary objectives of the course were to provide selected government and industry professionals with training in the planning, management, preparation, analysis, negotiation and formulation of international air services agreements. The aims were to help develop the understanding and skills required to successfully participate in a rapidly changing global economy, to enhance knowledge regarding international air services policy development and to generally improve the ability of APEC economies to participate in a constructive way in the APEC Transportation Working Group in air services consultations with bilateral partners. The learning objectives were to (i) acquire familiarity with related principles of international law; (ii) to develop increased awareness of the nature and function of international air services regulation within the context of a changing world trade environment; (iii) to gain enhanced analytical and negotiation skills; and (iv) to build capacities and skills in the formulation/evaluation of international air services policy and the conduct of bilateral air services negotiations. 

The results were skills enhancement and knowledge about the process of how to undertake an air services negotiation.

Recommendations:

Advanced professional level aviation training programs intended for participants from developing economies present significant educational challenges, especially where the program is offered as an intensive short course.  Such programs invariably impose heavy academic demands on the participants and require careful planning to ensure that participants (and presenters) do not fall victim to burn-out.  The optimum class size for this particular kind of law/policy training (in developing counties) is 16 participants, with a maximum not exceeding 20.  This number maximizes interaction between participants and presenter(s) and also between the participants themselves.  It also permits team-based negotiation simulations to be organized around four negotiating teams, where the team size (4-5 persons) enhances opportunities for all team members to contribute and learn. 
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