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Project Name: Identification of Competency Standards for Perishable Goods Handling and Development of Training Programs

Project Number: TPT-WG03/2002T
Proposing Economy/Lead Economy: Australia 
Study duration time: September 2002 – September 2004
Name of experts group/steering committee: Steering Committee on More Competitive Transportation Industry (including Infrastructure) - Intermodal Task Force (now Intermodal Experts Group)
Contents:

Purpose: To improve the perishable goods handling skills of middle level managers and handlers in the APEC region, achieving through identifying key skills necessary for efficient and cost-effective supply chain management for perishable goods with special reference to middle-level managers and handlers; establishing a compendium of training needs and available training programs; and where shortfalls revealed, developing training programs on handling skills.

Main Outcomes:

The project achieved the project’s objectives and expected results through: the production of a compendium of training needs and training modules on key skills necessary for efficient and cost-effective supply chain management for perishable goods, especially for middle-level managers and handlers. The project aimed to promote cool-chain technology transfer and capacity building for APEC economies at varying stages of market maturity. Skills transfer is expected to assist the on-going process of improving perishables goods handling and securing food safety.

Recommendations:

The report recommends that APEC fosters the implementation of cool chain training within developing economies. The report maintains that there is a lack of available courses on cool chain handling at grass root level, especially in developing economies which have few resources available for training and follow-on monitoring. The consultant developed a compendium of training/awareness programs that will allow APEC economies to meet required competency standards for the efficient supply chain management for perishable goods as a basis for the development of appropriate training programs. Training modules for perishable good handling skills for middle level managers and handlers are available on the TPT-WG web site. 
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