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Transportation Ministers from 21 APEC economies met in Lima, Peru from 6-9  May, at a critically important time for the transportation industry across the region in the wake of the terrorist events of September 11th.  Ministers condemned in the strongest terms the use of any part of an economy’s transport system or its transport infrastructure as a mean for terrorist acts.  They expressed their deepest and sincerest condolences to the victims and their relatives, which included people from more than 80 economies. There is no place in civilized society for the conversion of civil aircraft, vehicles, vessels and trains into weapons aimed at innocent targets.  

Following APEC Leaders’ instructions on counter-terrorism, Ministers resolved to take all necessary measures to prevent the recurrence of such terrorist attacks.  They supported fully the actions and initiatives taken by the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) and the International Maritime Organization (IMO) in order to enhance airport, aircraft, ship and port safety and security.

In their Joint Ministerial Statement released today, Ministers highlighted the need for counter-terrorism measures in order to enhance airport, aircraft, ship and port security and also to achieve effective outcomes as soon as possible. They fully support the actions and initiatives taken by the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) and the International Maritime Organization (IMO) in order to enhance safety and security. 

Transport plays a key role in facilitating trade, contributing to sustainable development and prosperity in the APEC Region.  Ministers committed themselves to “connecting APEC” in order to strengthen the ability of APEC economies to prosper in the global economy through competitive, integrated, safe, secure and environmentally friendly transportation.  

Ministers exchanged views and considered options for continued progress towards achieving the Bogor Declaration objectives of free and open trade and investment in the APEC region by 2010/2020. APEC’s theme for 2002, under Mexico Leadership, includes “Advancing economic dynamism and creating a sense of community within the Asia-Pacific Region.  By adopting the theme “Pathways to Prosperity” Ministers acknowledged the fundamental importance of transportation in achieving these goals.

The work of the Transportation Working Group is important to the success of cooperation in areas as diverse as access to food, electronic commerce and tourism. The Joint Ministerial Statement makes special mention of the contribution made by more competitive air, inter-modal and maritime transportation services, and of the potential for further progress in these areas.   Additionally, they resolved to continue cooperation within the Region, in order to create transparency of transportation policies and promote mutual recognition and/or harmonization of standards and regulations, consistent with improved safety and environmental protection.
In their Statement, Ministers also reiterate that the main focus of collective actions in APEC is the implementation of policies on trade and investment liberalization and facilitation, in tandem with economic and technical cooperation, especially for developing economies. Ministers praised the joint efforts of the region’s public and private sectors to address transportation security and called on them to continue to work together in order to address effectively the challenges and opportunities posed by the new economy and to continue building capacity so as to reap the benefits of globalization.
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