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At the 3rd Transportation Ministers Meeting held in Lima, Peru in May 2002, Ministers committed to promoting a series of measures, taking into account advancements in technology, with the aim of enhancing safety, security, environmental protection and energy efficiency.

In order to fulfill these commitments, the APEC Transportation Working (TPT-WG) has undertaken a series of initiatives within the: Steering Committee on Safe and Environmental-Friendly Transportation Systems, Steering Committee on More Competitive Transportation Industry (Including Infrastructure); and the Steering Committee on Human Resources Development (Including Training, Research, and Education) over the last two years. 

The 23rd APEC Transportation Working Group (TPT/23) Meeting was hosted by the People’s Republic of China, April 19-23, 2004. The session consisted of a variety of expert meetings that included Heads of Delegation, Steering Committee Coordinators/APEC Program Director, (S/SC/PD/HODS) Meeting, Expert and Sub-groups, and a Steering Committee Coordinators Meeting. In addition, there was a special workshop on the implementation of the ISPS code, and a workshop on the secure trade project. The United States as Lead Shepherd Economy chaired the Head of Delegation, Opening and Final Plenary Sessions.  China serves as Deputy Lead Shepherd Economy, and assists managing all aspects of the TPT’s work.  We note the commitment and leadership provided by the Philippines who served as Lead Shepherd Economy 2002-2003.

Below is my status report since the 3rd Ministerial meeting in 2002.

Steering Committee on Safe and Environmental-Friendly Transportation Systems (SCSE) 

Steering Committee on Safe and Environmental-Friendly Transportation Systems (SCSE) oversees the work of a number of Expert Groups that have developed projects and initatives in support of Ministerial priorities. Major achievements since the May 2002 3rd Transportation Ministerial are set out below.

Aviation Safety Experts Group

This group reconvened at the 23rd meeting of the TPTWG in order to re-focus efforts on Aviation Safety within the Working Group by developing innovative projects in coordination with international organizations and industries. Currently, this group plans to develop an appropriate mechanism for assisting in the implementation of new technologies for safety and capacity benefits and will explore mechanisms that will assist Economies in implementing ICAO annexes covered by current and future audit programs.

Experts Group on Maritime Safety

This group, which has achieved many of the objectives set by the Ministers in Victoria, Canada in 1997 and continues to promote activity in the APEC region to advance Maritime Safety, meets on an ad hoc basis in order to address marine safety and environmental issues in the Region. A number of projects have been successfully completed and are detailed in the publication “Maritime Safety – Charting a Course toward Safer Shipping in the APEC Region,” which was submitted to the Ministers in Lima.  An ongoing study, “Accreditation of Seafarer Manning Agencies in the APEC Region,” is expected to be completed soon. This study will improve hiring procedures for seafarers, which will result in a higher standard of ships’ crews and thus benefit ship safety in the Region. The issue of ballast water from ships containing invasive species is expected to be considered at its next meeting.

Intelligent Transport Systems (ITS) Experts Group

This group continues to identify ITS Standards requirements in order to facilitate the establishment of these standards by the International Organization for Standardization (ISO). This group recently convened a workshop with the ISO Technical Committee 204 to define APEC needs for ITS standards in the areas of Public Transit and Freight/Fleet Management. A major initiative is a multi-phase project, “The APEC Secure Trade Project,” which is co-sponsored by the Intermodal Task Force. Phases 1 & 2 (“Sea and Air Container Track and Trace Technologies: Analysis and Case Studies” and “Initial Planning: Cost and Development”) are ongoing; Phase 3 (“Detailed Planning and Design”) is to be submitted for consideration at TPT-WG24.

This project demonstrates the benefits of ITS and e-commerce in facilitating trade through more efficient trade corridors.  A project proposal to develop a World ITS Standards Report, which will highlight gaps in ITS Standards needs in the Region, is also under development.

Road Safety Experts Group

This group was established in order to identify road safety issues and problems in the Region and to develop comprehensive road safety strategies. A project, “Initiatives for improving road safety – Phase 1,” is expected to be completed soon. In addition, a new project proposal, “Data collection systems under the Asia Pacific road safety initiative,” has recently been submitted to the APEC Budget Management Committee for funding consideration.

Satellite Navigation and Communications (SN&C) Systems Advisory Committee

This committee was formed in order to develop a plan of action to facilitate the implementation of satellite navigatin and communications systems in the Region. An “APEC Regional Feasibility Study” is underway which, based on computer modeling, will provide the regional performance benefits (focusing on aviation) and costs of Global Navigation Satellite Systems (GNSS) and augmentation  systems. An initiative for the implementation of GNSS test beds in the APEC region has been endorsed and will be further considered by the Committee at future TPT meetings. Workshops for a GNSS Awareness Raising Initiative, which will promote awareness of GNSS applicability to various modes of transport, will be held in the coming year.

Transportation Security Experts Group

With respect to security, taking its direction from the Leaders’ Statements at Shanghai 2001 and Los Cabos 2002, and focusing in particular on the Secure Trade in the APEC Region (STAR) initiative, the Transportation Security Experts Group addresses the challenges of transportation security and provides a forum in which to exchange information regarding security policies, practices, and new technologies. Highlights of this Group’s achievements include:

1. A successful 100% Hold Baggage Screening Seminar, held during 2003 in Hong Kong, China, with a second seminar to be held in conjunction with TPT-WG 24 in Bangkok;

2. The ongoing development of a security training database, which will identify security training opportunities in the Region;

3. The successful completion of an APEC Aviation Security Audit Seminar in March/April 2004;

4. The development of a project proposal that would facilitate the implementation of the International Ship and Port Facility Security (ISPS) Code in the Region in order to ensure increased compliance with the new maritime security measures by providing a port facility security checklist and self-audit protocol.

In addition, senior transportation officials from across the APEC region participated in the Second STAR conference held in March 2004 in Chile.

The Steering Committee on Competitive Transport Including Infrastructure

The Steering Committee on Competitive Transport Including Infrastructure

The following sets out the SC/CT’s ongoing work in response to the specific directives in the Joint Ministerial Statement from Lima, Peru.

1. Eliminate barriers to a more competitive transportation operation environment across all modes, ensuring safe and sustainable transport complying with international safety and security standards.

· A major initiative was the development and completion of a project identifying non-tariff restriction to trade in the transport sector, including a set of suggested guidelines for actions that could lead to the elimination or reduction of the existing b arriers. The completed project received its first review at the TPT-WG23 in Beijing.  Economies will be given the opportunity to further consider the report and put forward views on the best way to use it.

· Work continued on the harmonization of vehicle regulatory and certification systems.

· Progress was made on a number of projects aimed at the facilitation of port development in APEC economies.

· The important work undertaken by the Air Services Group, as reflelcted in the Annual Survey on the 8 Options for more competitive Air Services is being reviewed and reinvigorated.

2. Promote economic and technical cooperation especially for developing economies, to assist them in achieving the Bogor Goals.

· Further refinements are being made to the recommendations arising from Volume 3 of the Facilitation of International Shipping Project.

· Work continues with regard to APEC involvement in negotiations on Maritime Transport services in the WTO with continuous discussions being facilitated in the Friends of Maritime Group (consisting of 13 maritime interested members in Geneva).

3. Promote measures, taking into account advancements in technology, to enhance safety, security, environmental protection and energy efficiency.

· There were no initiatives undertaken by SC/CT pursuant to this priority, as they are being undertaken by the Experts Groups of the Steering Committees on Safe and Environmentally Friendly Transportation Systems (including technologies) and Human Resources Development.

4. To promote timely rational investment in the region’s transport infrastructure and to encourage efficient use of existing infrastructure through the application of appropriate technology, trade and transport facilitation techniques.

· A major project on sea and air container tracking and tracing technology is nearing completion.

· Major changes have been achieved in the administration of project work being undertaking in response to this priority, with ongoing work being absorbed into expert groups to more appropriately reflect the intermodal nature of modern transport services. This initiative aims to ensure that more efficient industry outcomes can be achieved in the seamless transfers of goods and services within the region.

5. Cooperate to address institutional constraints affecting the efficient provision of transportation services, including cross border facilitation.

· Work continues on the implementation of the project for facilitation of seaborne trade and the project on electronic port manifests.

6. To build human capacity in productivity, skills and efficiency of labour and management in the transport sector.
· The proposal for a major three phase project on developing Intermodal Transportation Skills is awaiting final budget approval.

· An International Air Services Negotiations Training Course has been offered to all economies.

· An innovative Project dealing with Competency Standards for Perishable Goods Handling is underway and being monitored.

· Further projects are being considered to assist economies with planning with regard to intermodal initiatives, with emphasis on reducing congestion and underutilization of existing facilities.

The Steering Committee on Human Resources Development (Including Research, Training and Education)

The Steering Committee on Human Resources Development (Including Research, Training and Education) (HRD) Committee Experts Group have been working on two tasks identified to be consistent with the objectives of the APEC framework for strengthening economic cooperation and development which is intended to reduce economic disparity among APEC economies, to improve the economic and social well being of people, and to achieve sustainable growth.  These tasks are: (1) identification of needed intermodal skills; and (2) creation of education and training programs to develop these skills.   This project is responsive to the sustainable development and economic and technical cooperation priorities set by APEC Leaders, a principle that was reaffirmed at their meeting in Canada in November 1997. 

1. Identification of Needed Intermodal Skills and Development of Required Training Programs – Phase 1

Phase I of the “Identification of Needed Intermodal Skills and Development of Required Training Programs” project assessed the current and anticipated skill needs for freight and passenger intermodal transportation in APEC member economies in relation to the current and anticipated supply of university and technical training programs that can impart such skills. The project concluded that significant gaps exist between what industry and governments are seeking in the way of intermodal design, planning and management skills, and what educational programs now deliver. 

Few economies actually offer a comprehensive intermodal skills development package that could meet the full range of needs. Consequently, the Phase I study recommended that efforts be undertaken to develop educational programs that could fill these gaps.

2. Intermodal Skills and Development of Required Training Programs – Phase 2
The second phase took the recommendations and is now beginning to develop required training programs. The objectives of Phase 2 address the training shortfall through these required training programs.  They will establish education entry points that individual APEC economies will use as a gateway to develop intermodal skills in a local context.  Phase 2 will consist of a one-week course in Intermodal Basic Competencies taught by subject matter experts that will serve as a pilot project in a member economy. Course would also include syllabi, necessary and supplemental reading materials, classroom exercises, lecture outlines, discussion questions and homework assignments that could be delivered by knowledgeable and experienced facilitators in a variety of locations throughout the APEC region.  The course would address common intermodal skill needs, it will also allow flexibility to address needs and circumstances of specific economies.  The course would include introduction to key concepts and skills to establish minimum competency, subsequent development of needed intermodal skills, information and connections with other intermodal professionals from relevant national and international institutions and their educational and training resources.

3. Seafarers Training – Phase 3

The objective of this training initiative is to set up a Network System of uniform seafarer’s training via harmonized curriculum and syllabus, exchanging senior instructors, on board training and the use of training facilities and equipment among APEC member economies.  The standardization of curriculum and syllabus will result in standardization for on-board training in APEC region, list of mandatory and recommended training facilities and equipment for each training program, and detailed procedures for exchanging instructors. This project will increase safety of persons property and environment especially in the region which will ultimately increase the flow of goods and passengers and strength the economies of the region and therefore, achieve the IMO goal as “safer ship and cleaner ocean.”

This project is in line with the desired goals set forth in Bogor Declaration to intensify development cooperation among the community of Asia Pacific economies. Ultimately it will develop more effective human and nature resources of the region and attain sustainable growth and equitable development of the member economies. 

CONCLUSION

The APEC TPTWG has been working diligently to accomplish the goals and objectives set forth in the 3rd APEC Transportation Ministerial in 2002 as well as to continue working to advance the Bogor goals to achieve free and open trade in the APEC region.  There has been some progress in these areas, but we urgently need Ministerial guidance to move forward to reach Leader’s intended goals. 

We have been working within the TPT-WG to implement the new security and safety measures while facilitating trade and prosperity within the region.  This has included symposiums, and technical assistance to assist economies in implementing international standards in security and safety.  However, we await your further direction as we move towards realizing the goals of the Secure Trade in the APEC Region (STAR) initiative.

I would like to express my sincere thanks for the support extended by the Deputy Lead Shepherd, Steering Committee Coordinators, APEC Program Director and Heads of Delegation. 

Sincerely,
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APPROVAL OF NEW PROJECT PROPOSALS








Operational Account:


Road Safety Data Collection ($75,000)


Short Seat Shipping Project (69,500)


Seafarers Training – Phase III ($72,500)


Development of World’s ITS Standards Report; $30,000





TILF Account:





ISPS Technical Assistance Project ($199,000)


Phase III Secure Trade Project (200,000)
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