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Background information 
5th APEC TRANSPORTATION MINISTERIAL MEETING 
The Hon Mark Vaile, MP, Minister for Transport and Regional Services will be hosting the meeting and has recently written to all APEC transport Ministers inviting them to the meeting and acknowledging acceptances (to date Canada, Singapore, Chinese Taipei and the Philippines have responded positively).

Key themes for the meeting include transport safety, security and liberalisation/ facilitation.  The meeting will be a mix of keynote presentations and Ministerial retreats with discussions focussing on the key themes and other initiatives supported by Ministers and Leaders in Hanoi including; the Singapore led study to look at ways to facilitate recovery in the event of a key regional port rendered inactive after a terrorist event; and the Chinese Port Network Initiative.  

Key Issues papers on each theme and a draft Joint Ministerial Statement have been produced in consultation with the TPT-WG (workshop in Singapore in December 06) and will be finalised (to the extent possible) at a special HODs meeting in Hong Kong in February 07 along with program arrangements.

The Ministerial meeting will include a two day Industry Showcase that will provide for Ministers and delegates an interactive display of the latest technology used in transport safety and security.  The Ministers lunch on the Thursday will be held in the Showcase.

Other hospitality events include a Welcome Reception (Cocktail Party) on evening of 28 March to which the SA Government officials will be invited along with APEC Ministers, delegates and industry representatives.  A gala dinner will be held on the Thursday evening for Ministers and delegates with the APEC lunch on Friday concluding the event.  A spouse program has also been arranged.

A Road Safety Summit hosted by the Automotive Dialogue will be held separate to the TMM on the morning of 28 March and the outcomes will feed in to the Ministerial meeting.

Provision will be made for bilateral meetings to be held in the margins of the Ministerial meeting.
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