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Secretary Mendoza, Ministers, colleagues, ladies and gentlemen:
Canada’s Minister of Transport, Infrastructure and Communities, John Baird, has asked that I convey his greetings and best wishes, and his regrets that he is unable to join us today.
On behalf of the Government of Canada, I would like to thank our Philippine hosts for their kind hospitality and for organizing this conference.  
We also wish to acknowledge and celebrate the 20th anniversary of APEC. 
 Canada has always been a strong supporter of Asia-Pacific economic cooperation. 
Canada remains deeply committed to building stronger ties with the region, and APEC can continue to count on Canada to contribute to its success.
It is a special pleasure for me to be here.  I spent most of my career in the Canadian Foreign Affairs and International Trade Department, including lengthy assignments in China, Hong Kong-China and Washington. 
When the APEC Transportation Ministers agreed to meet in Manila this year, few foresaw the hard shocks that would hit the global economy.  
Like our APEC neighbours, Canada faces its most serious economic challenge in generations.
Part of Canada’s response is to keep our doors open to international trade and investment. 
Our prosperity, as does yours, depends on reaching out beyond our borders to access products, supplies, inputs and customers. 
Our economic action plan is built on substantial new infrastructure investments chosen, in part, according to their contribution to out international competitiveness.  When the global economy begins to expand once more, Canada will be ready for an increase in global trade in the decades to come.
I am very pleased to participate in today’s discussions on seamless, sustainable and open transport systems to facilitate trade and investment.
SLIDE 1
As a case study, I am going to discuss Canada’s Asia-Pacific Gateway and Corridor Initiative.  The vision is set out in this map.  It is an integrated package of investments, policy regulatory changes that work together to address trans-modal transportation capacity and system efficiency issues across Western Canada.  It looks at the total efficiency and reliability of supply chains that stretch across thousands of miles.  
Taken together, the goal of the Asia‑Pacific Gateway and Corridor projects is to make Canada’s west coast the most efficient and reliable gateway between the Asian and North American markets. 
We approach the Gateway as a seamless system.  It includes air passenger and freight services, as well as, marine, rail and road transportation.  By strengthening Canada’s logistics system, we will increase the efficiency and reliability of the entire Asia- North American supply chain.
We have built partnerships at all levels.  The Gateway and Corridor Initiative is about integrating all modes of transportation and integrating the actions and investments of many stakeholders, especially provincial and municipal governments, our semi-autonomous ports and airports, and key industrial stakeholders.    
The Gateway and Corridor also integrates investments in physical infrastructure with the policy and regulatory decisions that help transportation systems work more effectively.   
This Initiative began in an atmosphere of global economic growth, not recession. 
But our long-term approach to improving the capacity of the Gateway and Corridor has also proven to be ideally suited for recessionary times.  We have shovels in the ground to build gateway and corridor projects precisely when the economy needs the stimulus.
SLIDE 2
We have made excellent progress in a short amount of time.  In just two years, we have committed over one billion dollars in federal funds, for projects according to their potential contribution to Canada’s international commerce.  This slide indicates some of the 30 projects now underway. 
Combined with the investments by our partners in the provincial governments, municipal governments and industry, over $2.6 billion has been invested in strategic infrastructure projects across western Canada.
A new container port has been opened in Prince Rupert and the port, rail and road system in Vancouver, our largest port, is being transformed. 
But the Asia-Pacific Gateway and Corridor Initiative involves more than building infrastructure.  It also includes creating the right policy frameworks and reducing regulatory obstacles to private players in our transport system.  It includes efforts to market the Canadian gateway as the preferred point of entry, not just for Canada, but for North America.   
Because of the secure and efficient Canada-U.S. border, we are a gateway to the heartland of North America.  In fact, since September 11, 2001, Canada has invested $4.5 billion in border infrastructure to increase trade efficiency and security between Canada and the United-States.
We are working with our Asia-Pacific partners to tap the opportunities that a gateway strategy creates for our trading relationships.  
We have much to learn from our APEC partners.  After all, the great ports of Asia are the most efficient in the world.
In the past months, Canadian and provincial ministers have led business delegations representing our Gateway to meet with business and government leaders in China, Japan, Hong Kong-China, Singapore, Vietnam, and the Republic of Korea.  We reached an agreement with Japan to expand our bilateral air transport agreement and signed Memoranda of Understanding with the People’s Republic of China on intermodal cooperation.  
I would also point out that our efforts to improve the Asia-Pacific Gateway and Corridor ties in well with the objectives of the APEC Port Services Network — the APSN.
  Canada has been very supportive of the APSN, which was proposed by Chinese President Hu at a meeting of APEC Leaders in November 2006.  
Canada assumed the role of Council President of this new intergovernmental agency at its inaugural Conference last November.  With the support of the Network’s Secretariat, we have led promotional missions to Japan, the Republic of Korea, Thailand and Singapore.
 We want to work with our APEC partners to promote collaboration and communication among our ports and related sectors, to the benefit of all APEC Economies. 
To that end, we are looking forward to welcoming the next meeting of the APSN Council next week in Vancouver.  
We are confident that the meeting will help advance APEC’s work in promoting maritime transport services and further engender the efficiency of port services in the APEC Region by encouraging effective networking.
Colleagues, we believe that now is the time to invest for the future and to work together — now more than ever.  
Together we can further reduce the time, cost and uncertainty of moving goods along the entire supply chain.  
In this way, we can accelerate regional economic integration at the border, behind the border, and across the border, whatever the short-term macroeconomic challenges we are now facing.
Thank you. 

