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27 April 2009
PRESIDENT ARROYO WELCOMES TRANSPORT MINISTERS OF THE 6TH  APEC TRANSPORTATION MINISTERIAL MEETING (TMM6)  

Her Excellency President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo welcomes and expresses her felicitation to all the transportation ministers, heads of delegation and delegates of the 6th Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Transportation Ministerial Meeting (TMM6) as it opens on April 27 until April 29, 2009 at the Philippine International Convention Center, CCP Complex, Roxas Boulevard, Manila, Philippines.

The Philippines, through the Department of Transportation and Communications, is hosting the 6th APEC Transportation Ministerial Meeting to provide a venue for APEC member economies to continue the progress of their work towards achieving safe, secure and efficient transportation system and to realize the primary goals of free and open trade and investment in the region.

 The member economies of the APEC are bonded by common interests, goals and commitment that will provide the Asia Pacific region with seamless and environment friendly transportation systems through innovation and the use of advanced technology, congestion reduction, enhanced transport safety, security and effective sustainability. 

The Meeting’s theme: “Sustaining Growth, Connecting the Region” manifests the determination of the APEC member economies to work hand-in-hand to pursue opportunities for growth and to cushion the impact of the current global economic crisis through transportation initiatives within the Asia-Pacific region. 

The on-going global financial downturn and volatile energy prices have not only weakened the economic gains attained by each economy over the years but have also brought about various challenges in the transportation sector of each economy and the global transport supply chain. An efficient transportation and distribution systems is necessary to help stabilize prices. This is what the APEC TMM6 hopes to achieve.
The Meeting is vital because it will provide the direction for the APEC member economies by identifying and implementing specific priorities for the next two years through the Joint Transportation Ministerial Statement. The following topics have been tabled for  discussion, such as: a) Liberalization and Facilitation of Transport Services; b) Seamless Transportation Systems; c)Aviation Safety and Security; d) Land Transport and Mass Transit Safety and Security; e) Maritime Safety and Security; f) Sustainable Transport; g) Industry Involvement; and h) Information Sharing. 
The 6th APEC Transportation Ministerial Meeting Organizing Committee is chaired by current APEC TPT-WG Lead Shepherd, Maritime Industry Authority (MARINA) Administrator  Maria Elena H. Bautista and is co-chaired by DOTC-Office for Transport Security (OTS) Administrator, Undersecretary Cecilio R. Penilla.
The Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) was established in 1989 in response to the growing interdependence among Asia Pacific economies. From its modest beginning as an informal Ministerial-level dialogue group with 12 members, APEC has become a formidable regional forum, especially iwtht eh introduction of the annual informal Economic Leaders’ Meeting. 

APEC’s goal is to advance economic dynamism and sense of community with the Asia Pacific Region. APEC has established itself as the primary regional vehicle for promoting open trade and practical economic and technical cooperation.

APEC is participated by 21 member-economies namely: Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Canada, Chile, China, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Japan, South Korea, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Russia, Singapore, Chinese Taipei, Thailand, the United States of America and Vietnam.  
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