TRANSPORT MINISTERS’ JOINT PRESS STATEMENT

6TH APEC TRANSPORTATION MINISTERIAL MEETING (TMM6)
MANILA, PHILIPPINES, 27-29 APRIL 2009
As of 29 April 2009/11:00am 
As Ministers responsible for transportation in the APEC region, we met in Manila, the Philippines, for the 6TH APEC Transportation Ministerial Meeting on 27 to 29 April 2009 to continue the progress of our work towards achieving a safe, secure and efficient transportation system as well as realizing the primary goals of free and open trade and investment in the region, and agreed that:
1. We express our resolve to provide the APEC region with seamless and environmentally friendly transportation systems through innovation and the use of advanced technology, congestion reduction, enhanced transport safety, security and effective sustainability;

2.  Having recently witnessed disturbing events in the global financial and energy sectors, we applaud the substantial stimulus measures taken by APEC member economies and note the unprecedented level of investment across the region in transport technologies and infrastructure. We support targeted and strategic investment in transport infrastructure and systems generating short-term impacts on growth and employment and long-term opportunities for economic development and improved environmental sustainability;
3.  Recognizing the importance of transport infrastructure as an essential element in 

supporting economic growth and the special role of the public sector at this time of financial and economic crisis, we welcome the agreement of Finance Ministers to support greater integration in the area of Public-Private Partnerships (PPP) which can be used over the longer term to meet the transportation infrastructure requirements of member economies;

4.  We share the concerns of our Leaders about the negative impact of volatile global food prices and recognize that efficient transportation and distribution systems are necessary to help stabilize these prices;

5.  We condemn in the strongest possible terms, acts of piracy and armed robbery against ocean going vessels and innocent seafarers off the coast of Somalia and express our collective support of the decisive actions of the United Nations (UN) and relevant organizations to protect vital international shipping lanes for overseas trade. We encourage further concerted efforts to fight against piracy;

6.  We recognize the crucial role of international cooperation and effective information sharing in addressing the problem of piracy and armed robbery against ships and seafarers, and commend the efforts taken by the APEC member economies, the IMO and other relevant organizations in combating piracy and armed robbery against ships and seafarers in Asia;

7.   #36
8.  We desire broader cooperation arrangements for sharing best practices on the latest development in ports, airports and land transportation safety, security and port capacity and addressing congestion issues for international cargo movement;

9. We support initiatives to enhance seamless interconnectivity among the various modes within the transportation system to ensure effective, safe, secure and efficient movement of people and goods while improving the conservation of natural resources and mitigating environmental impacts, including efforts to address congestion and intermodal issues;

10. Concerned by the recent public health developments in a number of our economies, we call upon our officials to work closely with the transportation industry and with their colleagues in the public health agencies to enhance preparedness for and contain the spread of pandemic influenza;
11. We reaffirm our Leaders’ commitment to the Bogor goals as a key organizing principle and driving force of APEC achievable through unilateral reforms, and bilateral and multilateral trade and transportation agreements or other means;
12. Over the next two years, we shall remain committed as a community, to continue to assist each other and cooperate on issues of mutual concern and agree to meet again in 2011 to continue to work towards the achievement of the APEC goals. 

The full text of the 6TH APEC Transportation Ministerial Statement will be available at the APEC TPT-WG website.

