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“SUSTAINING GROWTH, CONNECTING THE REGION”

Ministers of APEC member-economies; His Excellency, Ambassador Michael Tay, APEC Executive Director; Deputy Lead Shepherd; Heads of Delegations, Delegates, representatives from the private sector, fellow government workers, distinguished guests, participants, ladies and gentlemen, Good morning.

We wish to welcome all of you to Manila.

We meet at an opportune time to address most serious issues and challenges at this time: piracy and terrorism, food security, climate change, and the current global financial crisis.

Our aim is to develop transport systems that ensure safe, secure and efficient movement of people, goods and services in APEC; and to assist with capacity building in developing economies to contribute to efficient, safe, secure and sustainable transport in APEC economies. The focus is to achieve a balance between trade, safety and security issues relating to regional transport systems. At the same time, parallel measures are taken by economies to harmonize security regulations to strengthen security in all transport modes. It is seen that transportation is a key enabler of trade and driver of continued regional economic integration.

As to the serious economic challenge that we are currently facing, we have to act quickly and decisively to address this. We welcome the monetary and fiscal stimulus provided by APEC member economies and will take all necessary economic and financial measures to resolve this crisis and to reduce the gap between developed and developing member economies.

This meeting (TMM6) will provide an opportunity for Ministers to review the achievements since TMM5 in Australia and to identify areas for additional focus in the work of our Working Groups. 

We shall not forget our goal of free and open trade and investment in the Asia Pacific region through series of reform measures, either unilateral, bilateral, regional and multilateral. We shall likewise integrate the three pillars of trade and investment liberalization, business facilitation, and economic and technical assistance and cooperation. 

In the area of food and agriculture, wherein volatile global food prices and food shortage in some developing countries are present, and in order to reduce poverty and increase incomes, the transportation group has a big role to play in making food storage, transportation and distribution systems more efficient.

On the issue of piracy and terrorism, we condemn unequivocally these abhorrent and criminal acts. We shall continue to enhance human security and protect the region’s business and trade against these deliberate disruptions and ensure that the flow of people, goods and investments remain secure and open and that economies and markets operate without disruption. 

We also have to protect the well-being of our future generations by confronting the challenge of climate change. The efforts to build a consensus on long term cooperative action especially in the transport sector to reduce global emission is supported by this economy.

Let me then exhort everyone’s cooperation and unwavering support to maximize the opportunity given to us in order to ensure that it APEC’s processes will remain responsive to a rapidly changing global environment.

APEC is the pre-eminent forum for economic cooperation in the region. Our commitment and cooperative action within APEC can contribute to better outcomes on major international challenges we face. 

Thank you very much and MABUHAY!

