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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This report aims o comz up with an inventory of existing oil spills preparcdness and respornse
arrangements m the APFC regiou.

Cooperation Working Croun (REC-WG), REC-WG noted that transport agencies in member
economies have the main paspensibility 1o respond 1o oll spilis and have already undertaken a
degree of conrdination. RCC-WG i referved tie proposal o the 7th APEC TPT-WG. The TIM1-
WG confirmed its commiunent 1o the protection of the environment.  As an witial step, the
Philippines agreed te vaderiake 2n fnventony of extsting wrangemants and means of reaction
available in the region.

The project was mitizted by Australia and submitted to the 9th APEC Regional Lnergy

The imentory consis.s of seven bilatcral zrrangements between econonmnes in the region.
Australia has signed a Memoerandum of Agreginent with New Zealand. Indonesia and Papua New
Guinza, respectively The United States has cutered into a similar sezord with Japan. Canada and
Mexice. In ASUAN, Brungd Darussniam and Malaysia hae e also Lnked up 1o forge 2 joint oii sl
combat arrangement. s Southeas Asiz, two inilateral arrangements have alse been fonned
among Malavsia, Indonesia and-the Philippmes and another among Indonesia, Malaysia and
Singaporc.

Regional smangenents i st m ASTAN calied the Of Spills Respoise Action Pia (OSRAP).
Japan is invol od m the Namhwest Pacific Regiona! Sca Programme promoted by the United
Narions Cusdronment Prugramme (UNEFP). New Zcaland, together with the otlier nations in the
Souath Pacific adepred 2 Com endioa for the Protection of the Natural Resources and Fasionmeni
of the South Pacilic Regiea.

On a global seale, the Treaty oa the intermational Cowention on il Pollution Preparedness,
Response atd Cooperatia {OPRC) adopted i Noverber 1999 by a Conlerence convenad by the
Intemational Mariting (hrzanizating (IMO}. became pait of [nternational Law on 13 May 1995,
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4) Memorandum of Understanding between the Japanese Maritine Safety

Agency and the U.S Coast Guard on Oil Pollution Prepareducss and
Response, November 1990,

3) The toint Canada-United States Marine Pollution Coatingency Plan for
Spills of Ol and Other Noxious Substances.

0) Bilateral agreement berween United States and Mexico.

7) Standard Operating Procedure for Joint Qi Spill Combat in the South
China Sea including Bnumei 13ay between Brunei Darussalam and Malaysia
on 07 November 1995,

12 ‘Urilateral Arrangements
Trilateral oil spill response arrangements also exist in the region.

i) Sulav.esi Sea Oil Spill Rasponse Network formed by Indonesia. Malaysia
and Philippmes.

2) Tripanite Qil Spill Contingency Plan known as Standard Operating
Procedure for Joint Oil Spill Combat w the Straits of Malavsia and
Sgapore (SOP forged in April 1984 ainong Indonesia, Malaysia and
Singapore.

2.3 Regional Arrangements
1) ASEAN OSRAP

Amang ASUAN zconumics, a regional oil spills ICSpONSe arrangements
was forged in May 1093 called the ASEAN Oil $pill Response Action
Plan (OSRAP). The Memorandum ol Understanding (MOU) was signed
in Tokvo at the Third Meeting of Project on Oil Spills Preparedness and
Respunse in the ASEAN Sea Arca (OSPAR) Project. Japan has been
avtively prowoting OSPAR since 1990,

The MOU which was drafied in consonance with the OPRC Convention
1990, also offers 2 mobilization scheme which can be utilized by the oil
ndudry wnder the ASEAN Council on Petroleum {ASCOPI)
organizations as well as govenunent response tcam on an intemational
level.

2) APEC zconomics are Likewise invohed in other regional oil spills
arrapgements. In 1986, New Zealand with other nations in the South
Pacific adopted a Copvention for the Pratection of the Natural Resources
and Lnvirowment of the South Pacific Region.
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ln addition 1o the OPCC, the IMO Marine Fovirowmeny( Protection Committec has |,

established an OPRC Working Group to undertake research and contingency

planning cxevcises, training course develupment and database management on vil
pollution response.

National Oil Spitf Response Plans

APEC econories have also subnitted information regarding their respective
national oil pill contiugency plan. ‘The plau which is i accord with OPRC '90
deals with oif spiils that nmy occur i inland walers, port districts, coastal area and
at sea, bath in the tecritorial sea and their exclusive economic 7one.

This national contingency plan mnvolves designated national authorities and
operational focal poiuts responsible for oil pollution preparedness and response,
reporting and handling requests for assistance.



RECOMMENDATION

Based o the mveatory of ofl spills response arrangements existing in the region, APEC TPT-W(
member arc requested to zonsider the merits of establishing a broader cooperative regional oil
spills preparedness and response arrangements as contemplated by OPRC 90,
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New Zealand

Letter dated 19 June 1995 informing that New Zealand with the nations of the South
Pacibie adopied i 1986 a Conveution for the Protection of the Natural Resources and
Envirownent of the South Pacific Region. Also attached was copy of the MOU between
the Muritime Safety Authority of New Zealand and the Australian Maritime Safety
Autbority.

People’s Republic of China

Aletter dated 24 Outober 1995 informing that PROC bas not entered into any bilateral
oit spills response amangements with apy other cconomy in the APEC region.

Philippines
A copy each of the following documents:

a. ASEAN Qil Spilis Response Action Plan (OSRAP)
b. Natioval Oil Spill Contingency Plan

Singapore

Leuer dared 23 Noveiber 1995 informing the existence of the trilateral oil spill combat
arvangement dehween Indonesia, Malaysia and Singapore known as the Standard
Operating Procedures for Joiut Ol Spills Combat in the Straits of Malacea and Singapn ¢
(SOP) adopted in April 1984

Thailand

A copy ol the National Oif Spill Response Plan of Thailand
United States of Anierica

Lerer datad 10 Apsl 1997 inforign

g that the United States has bilateral ag eements with
Japan. Maico l

] 2id Canada on ojl spills respouse amangements. Also attached wis a copy
of an Interogtional Maritime Organization (IMO) paper on Regional Techuical
Cooperation Programime for the Protection of the Marne nvironment,
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