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The Hon John Anderson MP



Deputy Prime Minister

Minister for Transport and Regional Services

Leader National Party of Australia
16 MARCH 2000

Mr Toshihiro Nikai

Minister of Transport

Japan

Dear Mr Nikai

Thank you for your letter and report of 22 October 1999 to Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Transport Ministers concerning the future direction of the Maritime Initiative (MI) work program.

1 would like to commend the work that has been undertaken by the MI to date in providing a framework to promote an efficient, safe and competitive operating environment and the progression of the principles of liberalisation, facilitation and economic and technical cooperation for maritime transport within the APEC region.

Australia recognises that these achievements initially stem from the development of the Mission Statement and Transparency Exercise Questionnaire. I note from the Mission Statement the objective of fostering an intermodal approach together with the private sector. In response to your request for suggestions on the direction of the future work program, Australia would like to see a comprehensive approach on intermodal issues and one that incorporates significant private sector participation.

Australia proposes that to effectively respond to the intermodal challenges identified by the MI, an approach that incorporates the MI's objectives into other work programs be adopted. The amalgamation of the work programs of the MI and the Intermodal Taskforce (ITF) would create synergies to address APEC's focus on intermodalism. The amalgamation of the MI and ITF work program has the potential to augment APEC economies' negotiations in the World Trade Organization (WTO) services round. Once the WTO negotiations recommence this could position APEC economies to address the MI Mission Statement objective of 'reciprocal and equitable access to markets'. This is also in recognition that the WTO is likely to take an intermodal approach in the negotiations on transport services.

I trust that these challenges to the future work program will provide an opportunity for all APEC economies to pursue effectively the goals set in the Mission Statement.

Yours sincerely

JOHN
 ANDERSON
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