Ownership and Control
Virtually all of Canada’s bilateral air agreements with APEC economies include the standard requirement that designated airlines be substantially owned and effectively controlled by the contracting party designating the airline or its own nationals.

In the context of each bilateral relationship, Canada is willing to consider alternative approaches on the issue of ownership and control.  This reflects Canada's long-standing readiness to respond, where acceptable to Canada,  to requests from bilateral partners to use alternative language that reflects their unique circumstances. Within APEC, Hong Kong-China provides an example of unique circumstances.  In 1988, Canada was the first country to establish a separate bilateral air agreement with Hong Kong which accommodated the particular ownership structure of Cathay Pacific Airways. The ownership criteria for Hong Kong used in that agreement required that designated airlines "be incorporated and have their principal place of business" in Hong Kong. This allowed Cathay Pacific Airways to continue to be Hong Kong's designated airline. To date, there has been little demand outside of Hong Kong for changes in standard ownership and control provisions.

Canada has also accepted multiple country airline ownership with countries outside APEC. With Scandinavian countries and with the United Arab Emirates, Canada has accepted designation of airlines that are owned in common by nationals of the countries concerned. In the case of certain Commonwealth Caribbean countries, Canada has accepted their designation of British West Indies Airways, an airline owned by the nationals of Trinidad and Tobago.
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