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January 31, 2000

TO:

Asia-Pacific Telecommunity

FROM:

Mr. Theodore H. Davies, Chair, Satellite Navigation and Communication 



Systems Advisory Committee

SUBJECT:
Transportation Working Group Position Regarding Global Navigation Satellite System 
(GNSS) Spectrum Protection

.
Attached you will find an update to the efforts undertaken by the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Transportation Working Group on behalf of the Transportation Ministers.


The attachments include:

1.) The Text of a letter sent November 12 to ITU Secretary General Yoshio Utsumi by U.S. Secretary of Transportation Rodney E. Slater

2.)  A Copy of the APEC Transport Ministers Statement which was attached to Secretary Slater’s letter to the ITU

Thank you for your consideration of this information during your deliberations on this subject at the 4th APT Conference Preparatory Group Meeting for WRC-2000 (APG2000-4).  January 31 – February 4, 2000, Tokyo, Japan

Sincerely,

Theodore H. Davies

Attachments

THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION

WASHINCITON, D.C. 20590
November 12, 1999
Mr. Yoshio Utsumi

Secretary General

International Telecommunication Union

Place des Nations

CH-1211 Geneva 20

Switzerland

Dear Mr. Secretary General:

On behalf of the twenty-one Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Ministers of Transportation of the APEC Transportation Working Group, I am enclosing a copy of a recently endorsed ministerial statement on the protection of the Global Navigation Satellite System (GNSS) spectrum for all modes of transportation. The twenty-one APEC Economies include Australia, Brunei, Canada, Chile, China, Hong Kong China, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Russia, Singapore, Chinese Taipei, Thailand, United States and Vietnam.

The overall objective of APEC is to strengthen the Asia-Pacific community by achieving economic growth and equitable development through trade and economic cooperation.  The APEC Transportation Working Group (TPT-WG) fosters economic development in the Asia-Pacific region through recommendations to increase the efficiency of the regional transportation system.

The APEC Ministers of Transportation endorse retention of the spectrum band 1559 - 1610 MHz for exclusive use by aeronautical radionavigation/radionavigation-satellite services.  The ministerial statement recognizes the importance of maintaining and protecting the integrity of the GNSS spectrum for safety of life, environmental protection and economic applications and services, including air, marine and other modes of transportation.
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I understand that the issue of GNSS spectrum allocation is to be discussed at some length, November 21 -December 3, in Geneva at the Conference Preparatory Meeting and will also be on the agenda of the World Radiocommunication Conference in May 2000.  I hope that you would share our position with those committees examining this issue.

Thank you very much for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Rodney E. Slater

Enclosure

Statement of the APEC Transportation Ministers on the Protection of the Global Navigation Satellite System Spectrum for all Modes of Transportation

The 1997 International Telecommunication Union World Radiocommunication Conference (WRC) took place in Geneva, Switzerland, from October 27, to November 22, 1997. Over 2000 delegates participated, representing 131 States and several international organizations. One proposal made at WRC-97 was to provide a co-primary spectrum allocation to the mobile satellite service (MSS) in the 1559-1567 MHz segment of the 1559-1610 MHz aeronautical radionavigation/radionavigation-satellite service band used by the Global Navigation Satellite System (GNSS). The conference did not adopt the proposal, but resolved to complete a study of the potential for spectrum sharing between the GNSS and MSS before WRC-2000 so that a final decision could be made at that time.

The 1559-1610 MHz band is currently used for thc Global Positioning System or GPS (operated by the United States) and the Global Orbiting Navigation Satellite System or GLONASS (operated by Russia) and has been identified by the international transportation community as the sole frequency band available to support the spectrum requirements of the emerging Global Navigation Satellite System (GNSS.) 

We, the APEC Transportation Ministers,
recognizing the importance of maintaining and protecting the integrity of the GNSS spectrum for safety of life, environmental protection and economic applications and services, including air, marine and other modes of transportation; 

noting that studies conducted by the International Civil Aviation Organization, the International Maritime Organization, and the Economy of the United States indicate that the worldwide sharing of the spectrum band 1559-161O MHz, will adversely impact distress and safety of life applications and other transportation services; 

acknowledging that continued safety and growth of all modes of transportation may be adversely affected if this frequency band is not protected; 

noting the work required of Economies to prepare for the WRC-2000 in regard to allocation of aeronautical radio frequencies, frequency interference and its effect on such applications;
ENDORSE retention of the spectrum band 1559-1610 MHz for exclusive use by radionavigation services, and 

accordingly AGREE to work to support the retention of the current allocation of the spectrum band I559-161O MHz for exclusive use of the aeronautical radionavigation and radionavigation-satellite services at the WRC 2000. 

