APEC TRANSPORTATION WORKING GROUP 17TH MEETING

Report of the meeting of the Steering Committee on 

Safe and Environment-friendly Transportation Systems 

held on Wednesday, March 29, 2000, in Singapore

I. 
Background Information

Participating Economies

1. The Transportation Working Group (TPT-WG) Steering Committee on Safe and Environment-Friendly Transportation Systems (SCSE) held its fifth meeting on March 29, 2000, during the 17th meeting of the TPT-WG in Singapore.  The Steering Committee was chaired by the United States as Coordinator, and was also attended by 13 Economies including Australia; Brunei; Canada; China; Hong Kong, China; Japan; Korea; New Zealand; Papua New Guinea; Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; and the United States.

Projects Completed since last TPT-WG Meeting

2. Pending official APEC Secretariat review, the following reports were completed: the Australian project within the Experts Group on Maritime Safety titled “Safer Shipping in the Asia-Pacific Region” and the Korean project within the Urban Transport Forum on the “Development and Dissemination of a Best Practices Manual to Address Urban Transport Problems in the APEC Region.”  Australia noted that its final report required further APEC terminology edits and that these would be corrected and a revised version of the report would be made available on the web site as soon as possible. 

Project Evaluations Completed since last TPT-WG Meeting

3. None

II. Ongoing Projects – Next Steps

Road Safety Experts Group (Chinese Taipei)

4.  Chinese Taipei reported that 12 Economies and guests from the World Bank and Asian Development Bank (ADB) participated in the Road Safety Experts Group (RSEG) meeting.  The ADB gave a presentation which highlighted the plans of the Global Road Safety Partnership and the ADB for improving road safety, also noting statistics of road transport accidents within the APEC region.  Chinese Taipei noted that New Zealand would provide a questionnaire for surveying the social cost of road accidents to all APEC Member Economies. 

5.  The Steering Committee recommends that Plenary: 

· endorse the RSEG report (TPTWG17/SC/SE/3.1/1);

· note that the Steering Committee recommended that a report on Road Transportation Safety issues be presented at the next APEC Transport Ministerial meeting.  It should be further noted that the RSEG should develop a proposal for an appropriate presentation emphasizing the role government and the private sector can play in improving road safety in the region, possibly in partnership with the Asian Development Bank, for review at TPTWG18;

· encourage all APEC Economies to attend the March 2001 Global Road Safety Partnership meeting in Japan and the October 2000 International Transportation Summit in the United States;

· note that all Economies are requested to provide Chinese Taipei with recommendations for RSEG future work;

· encourage Economies to send comments on the draft final report for the Phase I Questionnaire and Summary of the Questionnaire on the Twelve Major Road Transportation Safety Problems to Chinese Taipei before May 15, 2000, so it can be discussed at TPTWG18; and

· note the need to implement results stemming from reports and discussions of the RSEG.

Urban Transport Forum – Best Practices Manual (Korea)
6.  Korea presented the final report on the “Development and Dissemination of a Best Practices Manual to Address Urban Transport Problems in the APEC Region”  (TPTWG17/SC/SE/3.2/1).  The Chair noted the excellent work of the Korea Transport Institute and the steering committee approved the report as presented.  Korea recommended that it would be useful and important to discuss some practical ways of carrying out the recommendations reflected in the Best Practices Manual.  It suggested that future work might include (1) convening meetings on urban transportation in the form of workshops and symposia and possibly resuming the Urban Transport Forum and (2) developing an urban transport database. 

7.  The Steering Committee recommends that Plenary: 

· endorse Korea’s final report on the “Development and Dissemination of a Best Practices Manual to Address Urban Transport Problems in the APEC Region” (TPTWG17/SC/SE/3.2/1);

· encourage Korea to work intercessionally to develop an activity program for review at TPTWG18 regarding the establishment of an urban transport database; and 
· look for further details intercessionally from Korea on coordinating a half-day meeting or forum at TPTWG18 on urban transport issues.
Satellite Navigation and Communications (SN&C) Systems Advisory Committee 

(United States)

8.  Singapore, as co-chair of the SN&C Advisory Committee, noted that the advisory committee met on March 27, 2000 during TPTWG17 and that 13 Economies participated.  The advisory committee reviewed the revised Terms of Reference and Initial Task List. A report on the March 23-24, 2000 Workshop on Regional Global Navigation Satellite Systems (GNSS) was presented by Brunei Darussalam.  The delegates agreed to the need to form a group of experts and nominated Brunei Darussalam to lead a small “Group of Experts on Global Navigation Satellite Systems (GNSS) Implementation.”  It was recommended that the experts group meet intercessionally so its recommendations can be reviewed at the next SN&C meeting, held in conjunction with TPTWG18. 

9.  The Steering Committee recommends that Plenary: 

· endorse the report of the SN&C Advisory Committee (TPTWG17/SC/SE/3.3/1);

· encourage maritime and land transport representatives to attend SN&C Advisory Committee meetings;

· endorse establishment of a “Group of Experts on Global Navigation Satellite Systems (GNSS) Implementation” that would report its initiatives regularly to the SN&C Advisory Committee; and 

· agree that the advisory committee should work with the Lead Shepherd, APEC Secretariat, and TPT-WG to obtain permission to invite the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), International Air Transport Association (IATA), International Maritime Organization (IMO), to attend SN&C meetings on a regular basis, and other relevant international organizations as required after one off coordination. 

Spectrum Band Issue/Ministerial Statement (United States)

10.  The United States noted that, although the SN&C advisory committee achieved success in receiving endorsement of a Joint Ministerial Statement on GNSS Spectrum Protection last year, all Economies must remain vigilant in providing information to their colleagues, particularly within the telecommunication community, on the importance of protecting Global Navigation Satellite System spectrum.  In their Joint Ministerial Statement, the APEC Transportation Ministers endorsed retention of the spectrum band 1559-1610 MHz for exclusive use by radionavigation services and agreed to work to support the retention of the current allocation of the spectrum band 1559-1610 MHz for exclusive use of the aeronautical radionavigation and radionavigation-satellite services at the World Radiocommunication Conference to be held in May 2000 in Istanbul, Turkey. 
11. The Steering Committee recommends that Plenary: 

· remind Economies to remain vigilant in providing information to their colleagues, particularly within the telecommunication community, on the importance of maintaining Global Navigation Satellite System spectrum protection as noted in the APEC Transport Ministers’ Joint Ministerial Statement.

Aviation Safety Seminar (United States)

12.  The Aviation Safety Initiative sponsored a seminar titled “Setting the Stage for Aviation Safety” during TPTWG17 on March 28, 2000.  As part of the Aviation Safety Initiative, in 1998 the United States surveyed all APEC Economies on the status of aviation safety in their respective Economies.  The results were analyzed and an interim report was made to, and endorsed by, the Transportation Working Group in April 1999. Of the nine areas surveyed regarding Economies’ implementation of the Group of Experts on Aviation Safety Assistance (GEASA) safety recommendations, one in particular, “High Priority for Civil Aviation Safety,” was revealed to need more work to meet the expectations of the APEC Transport Ministers.  Based on this finding, the seminar presentations focused on the economic argument for aviation safety as well as the management philosophy and the necessary regulatory framework required to ensure aviation safety.  Approximately 50 participants from 19 APEC Economies attended the seminar.  Presentations made during the seminar will be posted on the APEC website.  A final report on the survey analysis and the Aviation Safety Seminar will be presented to the SCSE at TPTWG18.  

13.  The United States noted the work of the Australian project, “Towards Mutual Recognition of Transport Professional Qualifications,” considered by the Steering Committee on Human Resource Development (SCHRD).  The project has proceeded to Phases Two and Three whereby surveys of selected transport professions, including aviation professions (flight crew, air traffic controller, and licensed aircraft maintenance engineers) will be conducted and analyzed for the purpose of promoting transparency of licensing requirements and reciprocal arrangements for license acceptance or credit.

14.  Due to linkages of this project to the harmonization objectives given to the Aviation Safety Initiative by the APEC Transport Ministers, the SCHRD agreed to share the survey data with the Aviation Safety Initiative for further analysis.  Furthermore, it was agreed by the SCHRD that the United States would assist in the distribution and follow-up on the aviation professionals’ surveys.  The United States and Indonesia agreed to co-sponsor Australia’s project proposal requesting funding for Phase Four of the project (please reference SCHRD report for further details.)

15.  The Steering Committee recommends that Plenary:  

· note success of Aviation Safety Seminar and ask that the United States provide a final report on the seminar and the survey analysis by TPTWG18.

Transportation Security (United States)
16.  The United States chaired a brainstorming session of Economies interested in forming a permanent transportation security experts group within the TPT-WG.  The steering committee established the Transportation Security Experts Group with a focus on multi-modal aspects of transportation security.  The delegates agreed that the experts group would provide a needed regional forum to exchange information regarding security policy and practice and new technology development among the various modes. The United States noted that it was important that modes take the opportunity to assess their individual security objectives so that they can contribute in an effective manner to a multi-modal discussion with the experts group. 

17.  The Steering Committee recommends that Plenary: 

· endorse report and recognize establishment of the Transportation Security Experts Group (TPTWG17/SC/SE/3.6/1);

· note that Economies will work intercessionally to develop a revised terms of reference for review at TPTWG18;

· note that the delegates endorsed a proposal by the United States to host an intercessional aviation security working meeting in June 2000 in Hawaii;

· note that the United States will work with the APEC Secretariat, the Lead Shepherd, and the TPT-WG to gain endorsement for ICAO, IATA, and representatives from the European Civil Aviation Conference (ECAC), Latin American Civil Aviation Conference (LACAC), and the North American Aviation Security Group as presenters at the working meeting;

· note that Economies should notify the United States if they are interested in giving presentations at the intercessional aviation security working meeting; and

· note that the United States will serve as interim Chair until a permanent chair and co-chair are selected at TPTWG18.

Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) Project (Canada) 

18.  Canada reported that the ITS Experts Group met on March 28, 2000 and 11 Economies participated.  It was noted that the participants reviewed the initial work program proposed in the report to Ministers and action items resulting from the TPTWG16 meeting.  It was agreed that a new action plan should be developed to more accurately reflect the group’s interest.  A proposed action plan was reviewed in part which resulted in a discussion of how to set objectives and priorities for future work.  The group agreed that all Economies should review the proposed action plan and consider priorities for future work intercessionally in preparation for TPTWG18. 

19.  The Steering Committee recommends that Plenary:  

· endorse the ITS Experts Group report (TPTWG17/SC/SE/3.7);

· note that the ITS project will be renamed the ITS Experts Group;

· agree that ITS initiatives in improving trade corridors should be highlighted at the next Transportation Ministerial meeting.  Further, it was agreed that any presentation given should be a combined effort of the ITS Experts Group, the E-Commerce Experts Group, and the Intemodal Task Force; 

· approve preparation of a liaison statement for review and discussion at TPTWG18, that would establish APEC’s interest in ISO TC204’s standards development activities and provide information on the APEC ITS Experts Group objectives; 

· encourage Economies to consider chairing the ITS group;

· request Economies to review the proposed action plan and be prepared to discuss it at the next meeting; and 

· note that Japan will provide information intercessionally to all APEC Economies on “Smart Cruise 21.”

Experts Group on Maritime Safety (Canada)

20.  Canada reported that the 6th meeting of the Experts Group on Maritime Safety (EGMS) was held on March 28, 2000 in Singapore and that representatives from thirteen APEC Economies participated in the meeting.  The report noted that an intercessional meeting of the EGMS would be held in May 2000 in London around the time of the Maritime Safety Committee meeting of the International Maritime Organization. 

21.  The Steering Committee recommends that Plenary:  

· endorse the EGMS report (TPTWG17/SC/SE/3.8/1); 

· endorse a project proposal for APEC funding presented by Australia titled “Analysis of the economic benefits of the provision of hydrographic services in the APEC region;”

· note that the final report of the project “Safer Shipping in the Asia-Pacific Region” (TPTWG17/SC/SE/3.8A/1) was presented by Australia and that the Chair thanked Australia for its significant efforts regarding this project;

· note that Australia will host an “International Symposium on Safer Shipping in the APEC Region,” in Sydney, March 5-7, 2001, and encourage maritime safety experts from APEC Economies to attend and to participate actively in the development of the symposium program;

· note that a project steering committee worked intercessionally to evaluate tenders and select a contractor to move forward the project, “To identify optimum maritime administrative structures and the legal framework for safer shipping in the Asia Pacific Region.”  Also note that the contractor selected, the Korea Maritime Institute, will commence work in April 2000 and a draft report is scheduled to be submitted to TPTWG20;

· encourage all Economies to provide updates of related activities and contact points via the web site with regard to the “Survey on Regional Cooperation on Oil Spills Preparedness Arrangements” (TPTWG17/SC/SE/3.8C/1);

· note that the EGMS will advise Ministers of their concern over the increase in piracy in the region and will liaise with the newly-formed APEC Transportation Security Experts Group regarding this issue; 

· note that the Canadian Minister of Transport recently wrote to his counterparts providing an interim report of the work of the group, proposing direction for future work, and to advise that a more detailed report on the progress of the EGMS will be submitted at the next APEC Transport Ministers meeting; and 

· note that maritime representatives are encouraged to attend sessions of the APEC Satellite Navigation and Communication Systems Advisory Committee.

III. DRAFT WORK PROGRAM/FUTURE PROJECTS

Project Concept Paper:  Reciprocal Acceptance of Aircraft Certification and Continuing Airworthiness Services

22.  As directed by the Steering Committee on More Competitive Transportation Industry at TPTWG16, New Zealand and the United States presented a joint project concept paper regarding reciprocal acceptance of aircraft certification and continued airworthiness services (TPTWG17/SC/SE/4.1/1).  New Zealand and the United States proposed that a group of aviation safety experts begin to identify common procedures for the certification of aircraft and repair stations.  The project’s goal would be to work towards the reciprocal acceptance of such certifications among APEC Economies to reduce the burden of multiple certification approvals.  As there was no expressed support for the project among member Economies, the Chair asked New Zealand and the United States to work intercessionally to determine the level of Economy interest in the project.  The United States also presented an information paper explaining its position on Mutual Recognition Agreements (MRAs) and their relevance regarding aviation safety (TPTWG17/SC/SE/4.1/2).

23.  The Steering Committee recommends that Plenary:  None
IV.
Approval of New Projects

24.  The Steering Committee endorsed a new project proposal presented by Australia to the Experts Group on Maritime Safety titled, “Analysis of the Economic Benefits of the Provision of Hydrographic Services in the APEC Region.” (TPTWG17/SC/MS/12/1; also see paragraph xxx above.)  The project’s purpose is to provide an analysis of the economic benefits/value of hydrographic services to APEC Economies and to provide guidelines on appropriate levels of investment in hydrographic services to improve the safety and efficiency of shipping. The chair noted that the United States and possibly Malaysia and Korea (pending final approval) agreed to co-sponsor the project.  The total project cost is estimated at US $48,500.00.  The project is slated to begin in February 2001 and to be completed in February 2002.

IV. OUTSTANDING Issues

25.  None

V. MANAGEMENT ISSUES

26.  The Steering Committee seeks guidance from the Lead Shepherd on how to proceed regarding the following issues:  1) the procedures for recommending presentations in conjunction with the next APEC Transport Ministers meeting; and 2) the procedures for recommending guest status for international organizations to participate regularly in experts group meetings.
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