ASIA-PACIFIC ECONOMIC COOPERATION

17th meeting of the Transportation Working Group

Singapore, 27-31 March 2000

REPORT OF THE APEC SECRETARIAT

The 16th TPT-WG meeting in Hong Kong, China, last November 1999, was held after Leaders and Ministers convened in Auckland, New Zealand, in September 1999. So I had the opportunity to brief you on their new mandates in our meeting in Hong Kong. Since then, only two meetings have been held in the APEC process relevant to the Transportation Working Group: the SOM I and the Joint Fora Meeting in Brunei Darussalam last February.

This report focuses on these meetings’ outcomes, but it will mainly deal with project management: reports to BMC, non member participation in TPTWG meetings and status of TPT projects.

REPORTS TO BMC

I take this opportunity to remind you the process of submitting evaluation reports of TPT projects. Hopefully by this meting we will endorse the draft TPT internal guidelines for APEC projects, which is complementary to the APEC guidelines. The process is as follows:

1. As you know the project overseer upon completion of the project should fill Evaluation reports. If the project is a seminar, Symposium or short term course, the project overseer has to send the Questionnaires for APEC projects to the participants and forward  them, along with the evaluation report and the list of participants, to the TPTWG small group, within two weeks of completion of project.

2. The small group is comprised by the Deputy Lead Shepherd and a representative from each TPTWG Steering Committee.

3. The small group will review the evaluation report and assess the outcome of the project, within four weeks of receipt.  The Deputy Lead Shepherd will then send the evaluation report and review to the Lead Shepherd for additional comment or endorsement, within two weeks of receipt.

4. Finally, the Lead Shepherd will send the evaluation report with comments, if any, to the BMC via APEC Secretariat along with Questionnaires, the list of participants, and end products within 2 weeks of receipt of the same from the small group.

5. The APEC Secretariat will forward the evaluation to the small group that is to analyze the TPTWG projects: Chile, Mexico and Chinese Taipei.  The draft TPTWG internal guidelines states that TPTWG will contact the BMC small group directly. This may not be necessary but if the TPTWG still consider it useful, it should be taken as an informal approach, not the procedure established by the BMC. 

As for progress reports and new project proposals, they should be submitted by the end of June to the APEC Secretariat. Please consider the formats, including the Ecotech weighting Matrix, and do not hesitate to contact the APEC Secretariat for any information you may need before the submission to the BMC. 

The first BMC meeting will be held from 30-31 this month at the APEC Secretariat, whereas the second meeting is set tentatively 1-3 August 2000, subject to confirmation by the incoming Chair.

NON-MEMBER PARTICIPATION

Please keep in mind that non-member participation should be handled in close consultation with the APEC Secretariat. I have some suggestions on this issue:

1. I would suggest that, in order to avoid last minute or unexpected cancellation from potential guests, the interested economy should approach them informally, to see whether they would like to participate and whether their participation is feasible. After that, we can proceed with the process of seeking consensus and approval.

2. With the exception of symposia, workshops and seminars (one-off non-policy APEC events), guest participation in TPTWG meetings, i.e., plenary and regular meetings of sub groups, should be referred to SOM for approval.

3. The APEC Secretariat in all cases should extend invitations, either we are dealing with one-off non policy events or a participation that requires SOM approval.

4. Economies should forward letters of potential guest to the APEC Secretariat, when they are expressing their interest in participating in TPTWG meetings. This is because, according to the guidelines, "the APEC Secretariat should act as the sole point of contact for non-members who wish to participate in APEC activities and for proposed invitations by APEC members".

5. Following a suggestion from our Lead Shepherd, please find attached the status of non-member participation applications and proposals since December 1995. This is for you to follow up non member participation and to consider whether it will be worthy to extend new invitations to the listed guests. 

FIRST APEC SENIOR OFFICIALS MEETING (SOM)
The First Senior Officials Meeting (SOM) for the Twelfth APEC Ministerial Meeting was convened in Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei Darussalam on 13-14 February 2000. The Chair informed the Meeting on the proposed theme for APEC 2000  - Delivering to the Community  - which:

a. embodied the importance of developing more open markets as well as investing in the people and business who operate in those markets,

b. aimed to catalyze the advancement of technology as well as taking APEC closer to the new opportunities brought by the technology; and

c. aimed to show that while much of APEC’s work is investing in the future, APEC did have a valuable selection of “products” which are of relevance to the wider community in their daily lives.

The Meeting had an exchange of views on the reasons why the WTO meeting in Seattle had not achieved its expected outcomes. The Meeting then considered options to strengthen the multilateral trading system, following the strong support for a new WTO round conveyed by Leaders in Auckland and in the aftermath of Seattle. It was also underscored that APEC could make a genuine contribution to the multilateral trading system by addressing its own TILF agenda in a credible and sustainable manner.

SOM noted that the APEC Ministers Responsible for Trade Meeting to be held in Darwin in June 2000, and the APEC Economic Leaders Meeting in November 2000, were vital dates for APEC. These two meetings would provide opportunities for Ministers and APEC Leaders to give political impetus to the work of the WTO.

Japan informed the Meeting that it would host the E-Commerce Convention in Tokyo on 15-16 May 2000. The Meeting welcomed Japan’s announcement to do so and considered it as a big push towards the development of e-commerce in our region. The Convention would gather high-level policy makers from government and leading private/business sector representatives. Japan would be writing to Senior Officials to provide more details on the E-Commerce Convention.

SOM I called for a report on the outcome of the TPTWG discussions on air services immediately after the 17 TPTWG meeting in Singapore.

SOM II will be held on the second and third of June in Brunei Darussalam.

APEC JOINT FORA MEETING

The fourth APEC Joint Fora Meeting was held in Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei Darussalam on 15 February 2000. The Chair informed the Joint Fora on Brunei Darussalam's theme for APEC 2000 under the banner of "Delivering to the Community" which included three sub-themes of: "Building Stronger Foundation," "Creating New Opportunities," and "Making APEC Matter More."  He elaborated that "Building Stronger Foundations" is meant to build the foundations for sustained economic recovery in the region; "Creating New Opportunities" is intended to take advantage of new technologies including information technology and e-commerce; and "Making APEC Matter More" will involve reaching to the public, interacting with business and focusing on necessities such as energy, the APEC food system and biotechnology.

The CTI Chair informed the meeting that SOM I had instructed CTI to provide SOM II with a forecast of TILF outcomes in 2000, which could serve as inputs to the SOM Chair’s report to the June APEC Trade Minister’s Meeting in Darwin. The CTI Chair asked for the cooperation of the Lead Shepherds/Chairs of the various working groups to provide relevant forecast by 28 April. He also asked the LS/Chairs for their cooperation on GOS’s Work on Services Framework.

In response to the instructions of Leaders, Ministers and SOM, GOS planned to develop a broader policy framework for work on services, which covers exploring of future substantive work items and providing a structure and mechanisms for coordinating and consolidating APEC’s work in the services area.

The Chair of the Ad Hoc Advisory Group on Gender Integration (AGGI) briefed the meeting of the tasks of APEC fora mandated by the Framework of the Integration of Women in APEC, namely to examine the role and contribution of women in their respective areas, identify barriers to their contribution and take appropriate measures to eliminate these barriers; to encourage involvement and participation of women in their projects and activities; to collect and utilize sex-disaggregated data; to incorporate the principles and methodology of gender analysis in their work plans, activities, and projects; and to document and share best practices of policies, programs and projects that demonstrate effective gender integration.

Many thanks for your attention.

Jose Barojas (jb@mail.apecsec.org.sg)

APEC Secretariat

March 2000

TRANSPORTATION WORKING GROUP

1997 to 2000 Projects

(Operational & TILF Special Accounts)

Description
Budget

Approved
Total Disbursement 
Balance


US$
US$
US$

Seafarer STCW Training TPT 03/97 T
94,344.00
93,483.00
860.00






Development/Publication of 

Best Practices Manual TPT 01/98
50,000.00
Final report submitted 

Payment deadline 31 Dec 2000 
50,000.00

APEC Seafarers Training Project 

(Phase 2) TPT 03/98
60,000.00
Final report submitted. Payment Deadline 31 March 2000
60,000.00

Database of Transportation Technology Research TPT 04/98
6,000.00
The publication is ready
3,030.00






Safer Shipping in the Asia Pacific Region TPT 03/99
77,500.00
74,290.00
3,210.00

Transportation Shipping and Integration Planning (TSHIP) TPT 04/99
40,000.00
No request for payment so far
0

Phase 1 of the program to assist the implementation of electronic commerce for commercial messages TPT 01/99T
67,000.00
59,160.00
6,880.00

and 925.00






Road Transport Harmonisation Project Phase V Stage 2 TPT 01/2000
61,200.00
Contract is being negotiated 


Towards Mutual Recognition of Transport Professional Qualifications TPT 02/2000
46,009.46
Contract awarded


To Identify Optimum Maritime Administrative Structure and Legal Frameworks for Safer Shipping in the APEC Region TPT 03/2000
51,800


Consultant has been selected


International Symposium on Safer Shipping in the APEC Region TPT 04/2000
40,100
No further information has been provided by project overseer on when it is to be held


Identification of Needed Intermodal Skills and Development of Required Training Programs TPT 05/2000
79,000
Contract awarded


Pilot Electronic Commerce Training in Maritime Transport TPT 01/2000T
49,150



Facilitation of International Shipping TPT 02/2000T
49,200




Intermodal Transportation Conference TPT 03/2000T
15,400



STATUS OF NON-MEMBER PARTICIPATION APPLICATIONS AND PROPOSALS1  IN THE TPTWG

(Since Dec. 1995)

As of 10 March 2000

APPLICANTS
STATUS

Mongolia


The request was made in Jan. 1996 with additional information provided in April 1997 as requested. The Request was approved in Nov. 1997 (valid until the end of the 1998). 

OAA Orient Airlines Association
The request was make in Nov. 1996 and was declined in Jan. 1997.

FAPAA Federation of Asia-Pacific Aircargo Associations
The request was made in April 1997 and the WG decided in Oct. 1997 to seek more information. However, no further information has been provided.

ACI-Pacific Pacific Region of Airports Council International
The request was made in March 1998 and was approved in August 1998 with the condition that it does not hold activities in areas of political sensitivity (valid until the end of 2000).

IMMA= International Motorcycle Manufacturers Association
The WG decided in April 1998 to invite IMMA to attend the meetings of TPT Road Transport Harmonization Project Group (RTHP) and it was approved by approved by SOM in June 98 with a condition that RTHP does not hold its activities in an area of political sensitivities (valid until the end of 2000).

OICA= International Organization of Motor Vehicle Manufacturers
Ditto

FIA Federation International l’Automobile
Ditto

WB
A proposal was made in August 1999 to invite WB to attend the TPT Road Safety Experts Group during TPT16 in Nov. 1999 and was approved in Oct. 1999.  A proposal was made in Dec. 1999 to invite WB to attend the TPT Road Safety Experts Group during TPT17 in April 2000 and was approved in Jan. 2000. The meeting in Oct. 1999  was cancelled

ADB
A proposal was made in August 1999 to invite ADB to attend the TPT Road Safety Experts Group during TPT16 in Nov. 1999 and was approved in Oct. 1999. A proposal was made in Dec. 1999 to invite WB to attend the TPT Road Safety Experts Group during TPT17 in April 2000 and was approved in Jan. 2000. The meeting in Oct. 1999 was cancelled.

ESCAP Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific of UN
A request was made in April 1999 to attend the meeting of TPT Port Expert Group meeting during TPT16 in Nov. 1999. It is being considered by TPT.

Notes:

1. Excluding cases made by three new APEC members during 1995-1997, and non-member participation in one-off non-policy activities.
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